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Over the last several months Welty 
has been working on branding. A 
brand isn’t just a tattoo on a cow. A 
brand is much more than just a logo 
and a tagline.
At Welty, it is a set of impressions 
that people have about  us. These 
impressions are gained through 
interactions, advertising and 
communications.
 We have learned that it is vitally 
important to consistently manage 
our Welty brand/image and this is 
what we have accomplished so far: 

1. We have defined our brand. 
We started our branding journey 
way back in January @ our mini-
retreat. Welty board members 
and friends defined our brand by 
soliciting ideas about “What is 
Welty?” We defined the “essence” 
of Welty and used these ideas 
to create a new tagline…
connecting people with nature.

2. We have conducted a brand 
audit.
We examined every component 
of our brand: the Welty logo, 
business cards, signage, Welty 
brochures, stationary, envelopes, 
and website. We are working to 
update all things Welty to make 
sure all is consistent with our 
vision of Welty.

3. We are using the web to keep the 

Welty name out there. 
Branding and social media go 
together well and reinforce each 
other. Welty has reaffirmed its 
presence in the web-community 
with constant contact e-mails 
and Facebook postings. We 
want to keep Welty friends 
and members up-to-date 
and demonstrate the unique 
activities Welty provides to our 
community.

NOW…We hope YOU will help us 
LIVE THE BRAND.
 Branding is as much about 
people as graphics and text. The 
best social media is the interaction 
from one-on-one conversations 
between Welty friends telling 
friends about Welty. We need 
YOU to help us spread the word 
about all the great Welty events 
and programs. Branding is a long 
journey over time…so we need 
everyone’s support…again and 
again and again.
 And…keep a look-out for our 
new updated logo and materials!

UPCOMING EVENTS

WELTY WEDNESDAYS
July 6 — Night Flight
July 13 — Tall, Tall Trees
July 20 — Sneaky Snakes
July 27 — World of Wetlands
Aug 3 — Flower to Fruit
Aug 10 — Monarch Migration

FRIDAY FUN
July 15 — Nature Girls
July 22 — Fishing Fun
July 29 — Survivor Days
Aug 5 — Nature Guys

NATURE ROCKS!
July 16 — Mussel Monitoring
Aug 12 — Starry Camp Out

SUMMER CAMP
Aug 15 – 19  Water Planet

PONTOONING & NATURE
July 11 — More Than Fish
July 21 — Silent Sentinels
Aug 1 — Reading the Sky
Aug 9 — Dog Days of 

Summer
Aug 22 — Birds of a Feather

—
For more information, check out 
the Event Calendar starting on 
page 5.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE BY JAN KNUTSON
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LAZY SUMMER DAYS BY LENA VERKUILEN, DIRECTOR

When you search on the internet,  
log onto Good Search, and shop 
via Good Shop – with Welty 
Environmental Center identified 
as recipient of the donations 
Yahoo will make because of your 
use of their site.

Having office space at Beckman 
Mill County Park offers me a 
wonderful opportunity to spend 
my lunch hours roaming the park.  
As I walk in summer I notice a 
duality that marks the difference in 
life spans.  For us humans summer 
typically means a chance to slow 
down.  There are anglers spending 
their days along Raccoon Creek 
with a pole in the water, people 
out on canoes, and families taking 
the time for a picnic.  At the Welty 
Environmental Center we spend 
our summer days slowing down 
too.  At summer camp and on 
Fridays we take the time to follow 
a butterfly on its journey to find 
nectar, wade in the water in search 
of crayfish, and we can spend a 
whole afternoon perfecting a shelter 
at the edge of the woods.  Our 
Welty Wednesday folks take a whole 
morning to explore one aspect 
of the natural world.  This is the 
luxury we humans have with our 

average of 75+ years on this Earth.
 That being said, as I personally 
explore the natural world each 
summer I also see the urgency 

most plants and animals have to 
fit a lifetime in a season, or for 
some a single day.  For the mayfly 
an adult has but 24 short hours 
to hatch from its larval form, 
reproduce, and lay eggs.  A wild 
raspberry vine produces a flower 
to entice insects to pollinate it, 
then produces delicious fruits to 
entice animals to spread its seeds 
before going dormant for another 

winter.  Thirteen-lined ground 
squirrels spend the summer 
looking for a mate, raising their 
young, continually defending their 
burrows, avoiding the watchful 
eyes of the hawks and owls, and 
fattening up and storing food for 
the winter hibernation.  Dragonflies 
are some of my favorite insects, 
and to watch them is to see frantic 
activity.  A dragonfly hatches from 
its larval, aquatic, predatory form to 
a territorial, predatory adult.  The 
dragonfly continually watches its 
territory, chasing away competitors, 
eating other insects on the wing, 
and is on the hunt for a mate.  I 
urge you to take time this summer 
to watch the spectacle Mother 
Nature provides as her many plants 
and animals fight daily to eat, 
escape predators and reproduce 
before the frosty fall and winter 
days claim many, send others into 
dormant states and chase still others 
to warmer climates. 

CONSTANT CONTACT EMAILS
As we move into a more 
electronically informative age, the 
Welty Environmental Center has 
recently signed on to an email and 
press release service on the internet 
known as Constant Contact.  It 
gives us an opportunity to inform 
you, as our constituents, on all the 
up to date happenings at the Welty 
Center and invite you to join in 
numerous activities.   In order to 
receive this notification, we need 
your email address. This email 
address is for Welty purposes only.  
Be assured, we will not sell, share, 
or give your email address, without 
your permission.  

To provide your email address, send 
an email: 

To: info@weltycenter.org 
Subject: My email address for 
Constant Contact. 
You need not send a message; 
we will capture your email from 
the return address box. 

E-NEWSLETTER
To receive this newsletter by email 
rather than a print copy, send an 
email:

To: dobsond@beloit.edu
Subject: e-Warbler  
Message:  Your full name and 
complete contact information

SIGN UP FOR WELTY EMAILS!
Thank you for your support in 
our efforts to keep you up to date 
and informed about the Welty 
Environmental Center.
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SUMMER WILDFLOWERS BY PAUL ROEMER, BOARD MEMBER

great outdoors.  Each of us has 
special talents and Welty needs 
the heads, hearts, and hands of 
committed people like you.   As 
the Welty Center continues to 
move forward, we would like to 
share the opportunity to join us 
by volunteering.  Many exciting 
positions are available such as 

working in the Center, helping with 
programs, or assisting at festivals.  
For more information, you can 
go to our website and download 
an application, call the Center 
at 608-361-1377 or e-mail me at 
volunteer@weltycenter.org.  I look 
forward to working with past, 
present and future volunteers!

VOLUNTEER CORNER BY KELLY WASHBURN

CUP-PLANT
As its name suggests, this 
wildflower has cups formed by 
the leaves surrounding the stems.  
Rainwater fills the leafy cups 
and attracts birds, butterflies, 
insects, small mammals, and tree 
frogs. Its scientific species’ name 
“perfoliatum” means “through 
the leaf ” and refers to the leaves 
forming cups along the Cup-Plant 
stalks.

 In her book called “Invasive 
Plants of the Upper Midwest”, 
Elizabeth Czarapata writes: “While 
Cup-Plant has many ecological 
benefits, it may not be appropriate 
for planting in small prairies where 
it can dominate and eliminate 
diversity.” Here at home I have had 
Cup-Plants in a small rain garden 
for 8 years. Every spring I have had 
to reduce the Cup-Plant population 
by almost half.  I pull out Cup-
Plants and break off the large 
square stalks at ground level. Even 

though Cup-Plant requires extra 
management, the benefits of seeing 
birds, insects, butterflies, and tree 
frogs attracted by the small water 
reservoirs of Cup-Plant throughout 
spring, summer and fall have 
been worth the extra management 
efforts.
 Find Cup-Plant near the Welty 
Environmental Center.  It is the 
tallest forb in the savanna behind 
the picnic shelter. Was Cup-Plant 
the first “Drinking Fountain of the 
Prairie”? It has been a part of the 
native landscape for thousands of 
years.

BEE BALM
Find Bee Balm in the savanna 
between the pond and picnic shelter 
at Beckman Mill Park. The square 
stems and the fragrance of this 
member of the mint family will 
help you identify it.  The individual 
flowers are slender pink to lavender 
tubes, each with a distinct lobe. 
These tubes cluster together 
in dense but ragged 
heads.  Stamens 
protrude from 
the tubes, giving 
the flowers an 
even more ragged 
appearance. 
 Why is this 

wildflower called “Bee Balm”? 
The flowers do attract a large 
number of bees and it is a good 
honey plant. “Balm” is defined 
as a fragrant ointment used for 
healing or soothing. The Ojibwa 
Indians extracted an oil by boiling 
the dried leaves of Bee Balm. This 
oil contained thymol, an antiseptic 
drug.  The Ojibwas treated 
bronchitis by inhaling this oil 
when it was heated.  Today thymol 
is a primary active ingredient in 
modern commercial mouthwash 
formulas.  So Bee Balm literally 
means a bee attracting plant that 
produces a soothing substance. 
 Why is this plant’s scientific 
name Monarda fistulosa?  Nicholas 
Monardes was a Spanish physician 
and botanist who wrote in the 
16th century about medicinal and 
otherwise useful plants of the New 
World.  “Fistulosa” is a Latin word 
meaning “like a reed or pipe” in 

reference to individual 
flowers.

Kelly Washburn is Volunteer 
Coordinator and Office Manager of 
the Welty Environmental Center.

What a wonderful and fulfilling 
feeling volunteering brings to us.  
The Welty Center is so fortunate 
to have people like you helping 
us focus on education of the 
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PABLO TORAL
Pablo Toral was elected to the 
FWEC Board of Directors in April 
2011.
 Pablo has been a member 
of FWEC since 2008. He is a 
professor of Political Science and 
International Studies at Beloit 
College. He came here from 
his homeland, Spain, by way of 
several fortunate educational and 
employment opportunities in 
England, Puerto Rico, Colorado 
and Florida.

 In his youth, Pablo enjoyed 
hiking and cycling with his father 
in the mountains near his home 
town of Gijon, Spain, a city much 
like Seattle in its beauty and 
weather and also like Pittsburgh, PA 
with a history of coal mining and 
suffering from the usual pollution 
and environmental degradation 
associated with heavy industry. 
Awareness and concern about these 
conditions led Pablo to decide on 
pursuing Environmental Studies, 
Journalism, and Economics. He 
received his Ph.D. from Florida 
International University and came 
to Beloit in 2003.
 The Welty Center became 

MEET TWO NEW WELTY BOARD MEMBERS
known to him when he bicycled 
to Beckman Mill Park. Friends, 
colleagues, and newspapers added 
to his information and interest.

KAREN NIEHANS
Karen Niehans was elected to the 
office of Internal Secretary in April 
2011.
 She grew up in Niles Michigan, 
went to Stephens College in 
Missouri, and met her husband, 
Sam, in Colorado at a summer 
workshop. They came to Beloit in 
1970 when Sam took a teaching 
position in Clinton. They have 
supported Welty annually since its 
beginning in 2000.

 Karen, now a grandmother,  
has labored in the field of 
education: taught second grade, 
worked as a teacher’s aide, as a 
substitute teacher, and as a school 
secretary, all while rearing 2 sons 
and a daughter. She and Sam are 
active in the Ned Hollister Bird 
Club, where she has served as 
secretary, and she knew Susan 
Welty. Another involvement 
in her life is with the Sons of 
Norway; she currently serves 
there as Cultural Director.

 She says she loved birds as a child 
and that orioles returned to her 
feeder every May 2nd, her birthday. 
As a college student she read Rachel 
Carlson’s Silent Spring and became 
an advocate for the environment.

Welty Environmental Center 
awarded scholarships to Stateline 
area students and families for 
summer programs. 

• Four students from 
Wright Elementary School 
received week-long summer 
camperships. 

• Twenty-six students from 
Townview School and Wright 
School received scholarships 
for Welty Wednesdays and Fun 
Fridays and Plein Air Painting. 

• Five families from Even Start 
received a Nature Rocks 
Family Activity Scholarship.

Welty would like to thank Rock 
County Conservationists and Beloit 
Noon Kiwanis Club for providing 
$$ for these scholarships.   

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 
WELTY SUMMER 
ACTIVITIES
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WELTY SUMMER EVENTS SCHEDULE

WELTY WEDNESDAYS

Come to Beckman Mill for morning 
exploration and nature play! 
For younger children. 
Ages 5-10 unaccompanied
Age  4 and under with a parent or 
guardian.
From 9-11a.m.
Registration required 2 days in   
advance.
Cost $6/8 per Welty member/ non 
member child.       
Participants who come to 3 programs 
receive a FREE registration for a 4th 
Welty Wednesday session!

July 6 — Night Flight
Explore the fact and fiction of 
bats.

July 13 — Tall, Tall Trees
Investigate how trees help us in 
many ways.

July 20 — Sneaky Snakes
Learn the fascinating truth about 
local snakes.

July 27 — World of Wetlands
A hands-on look at wetland 
plants and animals.

Aug. 3 — Flower to Fruit
See how flowers change to food 
for many.

Aug. 10 — Monarch Migrations
Be a monarch for the day as they 
get ready to fly south.

FRIDAY FUN

For ages 6-12 
From 9a.m.-3p.m.
Registration required 2 days in 
advance.
Cost $12/15 per Welty member/ 
non member
Bring a lunch and water bottle. 
Old clothes, sunscreen and insect 
repellant are recommended.

July 8 — Survivor Days
How tough are you? Could you 
live off the land if you had too? 
We’ll learn and practice skills that 
will help you in emergencies and 
on family camping trips. Be ready 
to tie knots, find your way when 
lost, read the weather, make a 
fire, and build a weather-proof 
shelter.

   
July 15 — Nature Girls 

This day is just for the girls! 
We’ll creep through the woods 
and prairie, play games, make a 
craft or two, and just enjoy being 
outside. 

July 22 — Fishing Fun
Enjoy a day of fishing, instruction 
in the basics, and fun!  We’ll try 
tying lures, use different fishing 
techniques, and have a fishing 
contest.

July 29 — More Survivor Days

August 5 — Nature Guys
This event is just for the guys!
We’ll creep through the woods 
and prairie, play games, make a 
craft or two, and just enjoy being 
outside.  

SUMMER DAY CAMP

August 15-19 — Water Planet 
It’s the dog days of summer 
– time to explore the world 
of water!  Our planet, plants, 
animals, and even people are 
made mostly of water, so we’ll 
get up close and personal to 
the watery world this week.  
Activities include making 
weather stations, peeking into 
Raccoon Creek, fishing, watery 
crafts and games, and a field trip 
to a local wetland.
For ages 6-12 years
From 9a.m.-3p.m. daily
Friday Family Night at 6pm
Cost $60/75 per Welty  member/
non member
Optional family camp out   
$10/15 per Welty family/non 
member family
Registration by Aug. 8

TURTLE CREEK FLOAT

Weekend of July 23            
Follow the Welty Environmental 
Center on Facebook, or watch 
our website for more details.          
With Rock County Parks and 
Paddle and Trail

For all Welty Center 
events you can call 
608-361-1377 or visit
www.weltycenter.org 
for registration and 
more information.

Donations from 
participants are 
always welcome and 
appreciated.
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WELTY SUMMER EVENTS SCHEDULE CONTINUED
NATURE ROCKS!

A Saturday family nature club, 
exploring Rock County Parks.
For families of all ages, including 
preschoolers, elementary aged 
children, teenagers, parents and 
grandparents.  All children must be 
accompanied by an adult.
Cost $10 per family

July 16  
Mussel Monitoring      

From 10-11:30a.m.
Turtle Creek Parkway outside 
Shopiere
Join a group of volunteer mussel 
monitors to find and identify 
mussels in Turtle Creek. Discover 
what mussels can tell us about 
the health of the stream. Be sure 
to wear closed-toed shoes that 
can get wet.

Aug. 12 -13  
Starry Safari Campout 

From 7p.m. Fri. to 9a.m. Sat. 
Cost $25 per family which 
includes campfire snacks and a 
light breakfast
Welty Environmental Center at 
Beckman Mill
Shooting stars, or meteors, are 
materials burning up as they 
enter the Earth’s atmosphere. The 
annual Perseid shower is one of 
the most magnificent! We’ll enjoy 
the night life, and watch the 
highlight of the show at predawn.

Sept. 17 
Fall Scavenger Hunt    

From 10-11:30a.m. 
Lee County Park outside 
Clinton
Work together with the entire 

family to search high and low 
to follow clues to solve a nature 
mystery at Lee County Park. 
Each family who solves the 
scavenger hunt will receive a 
small prize.

PONTOONING & NATURE 
ON THE ROCK RIVER

Welty Environmental Center and 
The Rock Bar & Grill are teaming 
up to provide “connecting with 
nature” summer cruises on the 
river. 

Where: cruises leave from “The 
Rock” dock at 101 Maple Street, 
Beloit, WI 
Cost: Adults: $10.00, 
    Kids under 15: $5.00 
Reservations: call The Rock at 
608-363-7625
If you haven’t registered, you may 
be able to participate ... just stop 
by and ask.

Mon. July 11  
More Than Fish: Life in the River 

From 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. 
There is an abundant but often 
hidden web of life that exists to 
support the beautiful game fish 
we all hope to catch in the Rock 
River.  This trip will explore some 
of those life forms and their 
importance.  

Thurs. July 21  
Silent Sentinels: Tree Lore 

From 3:30-5 p.m.
Until a few generations ago 
people worked with wood on 
a regular basis.  They knew the 
characteristics of each tree in 

order to make the proper tool, 
board or handle.  The trees still 
stand along the river, and on this 
trip we will explore the secrets 
hidden in each.

Mon. Aug. 1 
Reading the Sky: Weather Lore 

From 3:30-5p.m.
Today we are spoiled with the 
Weather Channel and internet 
forecasts at our fingertips.  This 
trip will take you back to earlier  
days of reading the weather 
by the way animals acted, the 
flipping of leaves in the trees, and 
clouds that tell of storms days 
away.

Tues. Aug. 9   
Dog Days of Summer 

From 1-2:30p.m. 
Stories in the night sky have 
always intrigued people.  On 
this trip we’ll enjoy some tales 
of ancient times, and the science 
behind what really happens as 
the seasons change.  Our closest 
star, the sun, will be our guide 
as we look at day and night sky 
myths.

Mon. Aug. 22 
 Birds of a Feather   

From 1-2:30 p.m. 
Summer is starting to wind down 
and soon many of our birds will 
be migrating south.  Learn about 
the travel patterns of familiar 
summer birds, the arrival of 
winter birds, and how birds cope 
with all they must go through.  
Bring binoculars if you have 
them – the Welty Environmental 
Center will provide a few pairs as 
well.
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OUTDOOR MOVIES

Fri. Aug. 26 
How to Train Your Dragon

Many Beloit-area organizations, 
including Welty, will have games, 
information, and items for sale at 
this end of summer celebration.  
As the night sky darkens spread 
out your blanket or set up chairs 
to enjoy a great movie for the 
whole family.  
From 6-8p.m. - Activities 

  8:30-10:30p.m. Movie
Where: Riverside Park, Beloit 
All activities free! 
Presented by Friends of RiverFront

Fri. Sept. 9  
Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a 
Land Ethic for Our Time

Come enjoy an evening of 
Wisconsin’s own environmental 
pioneer, Aldo Leopold.  Bring 
your lawn chairs and blankets 
for enjoying the film.  Before 
the feature film enjoy the 
expo of local environmental 
organizations that help to spread 
Leopold’s message on a daily 
basis to today’s generations.  
6p.m. - Environmental Expo     
7:30p.m. - Movie 
Where: Beckman Mill County 
Park 
All activities free, but donations 
are welcome.    Concessions 
available.
Presented by Welty and Rock 
County Parks 
Call 608-361-1377 or 608-757-
5473 for more information

OTHER ACTIVITIES

July 25 – July 28  
Certified Interpretive Guide 
Workshop

   Do you want to hone your 
skills as an interpreter at nature 
centers, museums, or other 
similar institutions?  Have you 
always wanted to get started 
in a career like this?  Then this 
32 hour workshop is for you.  
Certified Interpretive Trainer, 
Tanya Zastrow, from the U.S. 
National Arboretum, will be the 
instructor. 
From 8:30a.m. - 5p.m. daily
Where: Welty Environmental 
Center, Beckman Mill County 
Park   
Cost: $372 
Information and registration   
www.interpnet.com/certification 
workshops/CIG-2011-07_
Wisconsin.shtml
Presented by the National 
Association for Interpretation

Sun. Sept. 11  
Heritage Days

Enjoy a Sunday of life in the past 
in the park.  Bring the whole 
family for activities, including 
tours of the mill and fish ladder, 
kids’ games, and a look at Rock 
County’s natural history 
From 11a.m.-4p.m.
Beckman Mill County Park
Presented by Friends of the 
Welty Environmental Center and 
Friends of Beckman Mill 

WELTY SUMMER EVENTS SCHEDULE CONTINUED

Sat. Sept. 24  
Scrap Metal Collection 

Help support Welty’s mission 
by cleaning out your old scrap 
metal!  Volunteers will help 
unload materials.  
Acceptable materials include: 
copper, brass, aluminum, 
stainless steel, nickel and alloys, 
lead, tin, babbit solids, most 
appliances, auto parts
NOT acceptable: electronics of 
any kind, any appliances with 
Freon (air conditioning units, 
refrigerators, etc.)
From 9a.m. - Noon
Where: Beckman Mill County 
Park

Need to throw a kids’ birthday 
party?  Remember: Welty puts on 
fun parties!  
 Need a special event for your 
group, your colleagues or your 
employees?  Remember: Welty 
offers “Program and a Picnic.” 
 Need to give a significant gift to 
the person who has everything?  
Remember, you can “Give the Gift 
of Environmental Education”. 
 For more information, consult 
the Welty website, http://www.
weltycenter.org/index.htm or call 
(608)361-1377

REMEMBER: WELTY 
CAN HELP YOU OUT!
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 I am a Senior at Beloit College 
majoring in Economics & 

Management and Russian. 
I pursued an internship at 
the Welty Environmental 
Center because of my 
love for the outdoors, my 
interest in and research 
on environmentalism, and 
my post-graduation goal 
of working for Teach for 
America.  My work and 
interactions with children 
in environmental education 
at the Welty will aid me in 
teaching and developing 
curricula. This summer 
I have assisted, led, and 
developed curricula for 
the Welty events such 
as the school programs, 

the Nature Rendezvous, Nature 
Rocks, Welty Wednesdays, the Ho-
Chunk Culture library program, 
Life in the Past Summer Camp, 
and many more. My internship at 
Welty, and in particular working 
with Director Lena, has given me 
insight into the great detail and 
care that goes into developing 
programs and the innovative nature 
of environmental education.  Being 
at the Welty Environmental Center 
is a magnificent way to spend the 
summer.

BELOIT COLLEGE SUSTAINABILITY INTERN

Joleen Stinson is the Rock County 
Parks Community Coordinator

Please join us for the boardwalk and 
nature trail’s grand opening!
The Rock County Parks Division 
cordially invites you to attend the 
grand opening of the Thomas G. 
Kautz Boardwalk and Nature Trail 
at Beckman Mill County Park, on 
Thurs, July 7th from 10am – noon.
 The event will include a ribbon 
cutting and dedication ceremony 
and a guided hike through the 
wetland and new northwoods trail 
at Beckman Mill County Park.  
Light refreshments will be served.  
The Welty Environmental Center 
and the Friends of Beckman Mill 
will be a part of the program.
 The Department of Public Works 
– Parks Advisory Committee will 
be meeting at the park prior to the 
dedication ceremony, so join us 
early to participate in your local 
government’s decision making 
process.  The meeting will begin at 
8:30 am.

 Even if you cannot make the 
grand opening, I encourage 
you to explore the new trail this 
summer.  It opens up the north 
end of Beckman Mill Park, which 
hosts a wide variety of wetland and 
woodland plants.  On a spring hike 
on the new boardwalk, I spotted an 
American woodcock in the wetland.  

BECKMAN MILL COUNTY PARK NEWS BY JOLEEN STINSON
I was lucky enough to have a 
camera ready and took this photo.  
Hopefully on your next visit to the 
park, you will be just as lucky!
 For more information, please 
contact Joleen at 608 757-5473 or 
stinson@co.rock.wi.us.  I hope to 
see you at the trail grand opening in 
July!
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IN JULY:
When hydrangea, peony, chicory, 
ox-eye daisy, or Queen Anne’s 
Lace are in full bloom, watch for 
squash vine borers, onion thrips, 
grasshopper nymphs, apple maggot 
eggs, and Japanese beetles.  This 
month is usually when the Sphinx 
caterpillar invades the catalpa trees.

IN AUGUST:
All of our hard work in the 
vegetable garden should be starting 
to pay off in August. Unfortunately 
the plant pests have been waiting 
as anxiously as we have for these 
scrumptious treats. If you don’t 
keep your fruits and veggies picked, 
the picnic beetles will soon be 
helping out. 
Watch for these pests arriving 
this month: emerald ash borer, 
apple maggots, corn borer, corn 

rootworm, western bean cutworm, 
soybean aphid, potato leafhopper, 
plant galls, cabbage looper and aster 
leafhoppers.
 Not all bugs are bad bugs! Look 
for black blister beetles when the 
goldenrod is blooming. Their larvae 
are predaceous upon grasshoppers’ 
eggs.

IN SEPTEMBER:
We are seeing the late season weeds 
going to seed this month. Simple 
management practices now can 
help lower the weed seeds being 
incorporated into the soil and help 
prevent them from spreading. Some 
weeds can produce thousands of 
seeds per plant. Luckily insects, 
birds, and rodents eat many of these 
seeds. A study by Cavelli et al has 
found a single cricket can eat 233 
pigweed seeds a day. Other insects 

that like weed seeds are flies, wasps, 
moth and butterfly larvae, and 
beetles.
Some management techniques for 
late season weeds are:  

• Delay fall tillage to allow these 
insect predators to work 

• Practice crop rotation
• Clean harvest equipment 
• Manage fencerows to give these 

insects a habitat and prevent 
the spread of aggressive weeds.

• Switchgrass provides a great 
place for ground beetles to live 
and over winter.  Switchgrass 
(Panicum virgatum) is a 
summer perennial grass that is 
native to North America. It is a 
natural component of the tall-
grass prairie, which covered, 
most of the Great Plains

PHENOLOGY CORNER BY SANDY KALLAS, ROCK PRAIRIE MASTER GARDENER

The spring has been busy, with a 
large number of varied programs. 
As the table shows, many 
people, both children and adults, 
participated.  Your support of 
Welty makes this environmental 
education possible!   

School programs 
Welty provided programs for 41 
classes from schools in Beloit, 
Janesville and Whitewater.
 In May, all 22 fifth grade classes 
from the Beloit Schools came to the 
Center to do ecological studies of 
soil and water, including chemical, 

physical and biological tests.  High 
school students from the Beloit 
Memorial High School ecology 
classes acted as mentors.  They 
learned how to conduct the tests 
before attending, and were graded 
on how well they taught the 5th 
grade students.   
 In April, two classes from 
McNeel Middle School, Beloit, 
learned about savanna restoration  
through their service project 
pulling garlic mustard and moving 
brush at Beckman Mill County 
Park, and in return Welty provided 
a program on macro invertebrates 
in the fish ladder.
 Preschoolers from Rainbow 
Station, Beloit, learned about 
“Butterflies”, while others from 
Cargill Christian Preschool, 

REPORT ON SPRING ACTIVITIES APRIL, MAY & JUNE

PARTICIPATION IN WELTY ENVIRONMENTAL
CENTER PROGRAMS, APRIL TO MID-JUNE

Programs Children Adults Total
School 859 97 956
Even Start 70 30 100
Girl Scouts 66 25 91
Live Bat Experience 150 50 200
Pre-School 70 30 100
Other 54 42 96
Total 1269 274 1543
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Janesville, did a pond study 
and took a frog walk.

Even Start
April and May saw the last 
two of four events, presented 
in conjunction with the 
Beloit Even Start program, 
thanks to a grant from 
EcoLab.  Even Start provides 
a variety of experiences for 
preschoolers where English 
is not the primary home 
language, and involves the 
whole family to get everyone 
more proficient with English-
speaking skills; thus, the students 
are given an “even start” to their 
education.  Only four families 
braved April’s “Spring Celebration” 
because winter returned that day 
with cold and snow!  In May, 
however, 85 adults and kids 
accompanied Welty Director Lena 
on a Night Hike at the Even Start 
Indian Hills Campout.

Girl Scouts
Welty offered five sessions for 
girl scouts to earn badges called 
Weather Watch, Water Everywhere 
and Garden of Flowers.    

Bat Programs 
The “Live Bat Encounter”, supported 

by Genencor and sponsored 
jointly with Beloit Memorial High 
School’s Environmental Club, was 
a resounding success.  Over 200 
people came to see and learn about 
bats from all over the world, as 
examples of wildlife biodiversity, 
and the importance of protecting 
them from extinction.  
 In conjunction with the 
Encounter, Welty offered “Bat 
House Build”.  35 adults and 
children built bat houses from 
the 20 kits developed by Beloit 
Memorial High School’s Tech-Ed 
class, and many people were turned 
away for lack of additional kits.  
Director Lena also presented a bat 
program at School’s Out, Sun Valley 
Presbyterian church, Beloit, on a 
schools’ early dismissal afternoon. 

“Life in the Past” 
Summer Camp
Director Lena Verkuilen 
reports: Though our 
enrollment was small, the 
campers were enthusiastic.  
We explored the north 
end of the park - beyond 
the new boardwalk - and 
even made it back through 
the army of mosquitoes.  
Homemade fishing poles 
were constructed, though 
finding crayfish with nets 
is much easier on hot 

afternoons.  We enjoyed the field 
trip to WrightWay Farm.  Denny 
Wright gave a tour of the farm, we 
examined the soil, dug and tasted 
carrots, and checked out the eggs 
in the henhouse.  Maps were drawn 
up for family adventure on Friday 
evening, when a family campout 
capped off the week.  
Note: There’s still time to sign up for 
Water Planet camp August 15-19 so 
you, your child, or your grandchild 
can enjoy a week getting in touch 
with nature!

Other programs this Spring 
included making Recycled Kites, 
Bird Watching 101 for the June 
Nature Rocks series, and a bird 
hike for the Fontana Garden Club.  

Additionally, Welty 
had an environmental 
booth at the Evansville 
Energy Fair and at 
Janesville Rotary 
Gardens’ Earth Day 
event.

REPORT ON SPRING ACTIVITIES APRIL, MAY & JUNE CONTINUED
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MISSION STATEMENT
To provide leadership in environmental 
and ecological education to students, 
teachers and individuals of all ages 
so that the residents of this region 
can make informed decisions leading 
to respect for and the enjoyment, 
preservation, and sustainable use of our 
natural resources.

Help support environmental education and programming in our region. FWEC 
members receive issues of this newsletter and information about programming 
and events. We have 501(c)(3) tax exempt status and are solely a private, non-
profit educational organization. All dues and contributions are tax-deductible.

Join the Friends of the Welty Environmental Center, Inc. Today

Membership Dues for Calendar Yr 2011
Student/Child ($10) 

Individual ($15) 

Family ($25) 

Organizational ($100) 

Lifetime ($1000) 

Contributions
Level Amount

Swallow $25
Killdeer $50
Goldfinch $75
Cardinal $100
Bluebird $150
Crane $250
Great Blue Heron $500+

NAME(S):
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE:
ZIP PHONE:
EMAIL:
TOTAL (DUES & CONTRIBUTIONS): $
Please make checks payable to and mail to: 

Friends of the Welty Environmental Center, Inc.,
P.O. Box 131, Beloit, WI 53512

P.O. Box 131
Beloit, WI 53512

(608) 361-1377

Permit No. 71
Non-Profit Organization
US Postage Paid
Beloit, WI 53511

After reading this issue of The Warbler, file it for future reference or pass it on to a friend. Better yet, send the friend’s name to us and we’ll send them a copy!

This paper is made with recycled fibersVisit us at www.weltycenter.org
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Welty Center Director: Lena Verkuilen
Office Manager/Volunteer Coordinator: 

Kelly Washburn
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Marty Densch Dave Dobson
Mary Driscoll Jan Herbert
John Nevins Richard Ott
Paul Roemer Pablo Toral
Susan Wright

‘Warbler’ Newsletter Editors
Gillian Batterman Jason Dettman


