
1September 2011

A PERIODIC NEWSLETTER OF THE FRIENDS OF THE WELTY ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER, INC. volume 11, issue 4

5 REASONS I LOVE WELTY 
1. I love that Welty makes a 

difference in the Stateline area 
to lots of people. Since June over 
600 participants have enjoyed 
nature’s magic with Lena and 
Welty. 

2. I love the sights and sounds of 
Welty…the relaxing splash of 
waters rushing past the mill and 
over the dam, the music of the 
birds, the buzz of the bees and 
the dance of the dragonflies. 

3. I love the view from the new 
boardwalk trail. It gives a 
whole different perspective to 
Beckman Mill Park.

4. I love the vision of kids chasing 
frogs by Raccoon Creek, or 
watching butterflies fluttering 
from wildflower to wildflower 
in the oak savannah.

5. I love the quiet that settles 
peacefully across the park as 
evening approaches.

 One of my lessons-to-live-by since 
retiring is … 
  Find your passion and use it to 
help others!
 My passion and purpose is to help 
everyone get outside and experience 
nature first-hand to learn and to 
grow…and that’s absolutely why I 
love Welty!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept 24 — Scrap Metal Drive
Sept 24 — Welty Appreciation 

Picnic
Sept 29 — Pontooning 
Oct 1 — Branching Out
Oct 1 — Tree Identification 

for Adults
Oct 8 — Branching Out
Oct 9 — Fall Festival
Oct 11 — Pontooning 
Oct 15 — Nature Rocks Club
Oct 29 — Feast of the Waxing 

Moon
Nov 5 — Weather Watch 

for Adults
Nov 19 — Nature Rocks Club

—
For more information, check out 
the Event Calendar starting on 
page 6.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE BY JAN KNUTSON

The pumpkins and apples are ripening; the days are shorter and the feel 
of Fall is in the air. The Welty Center will again offer an afternoon of fun 
and educational activities celebrating nature’s autumn bounty of food and 
flowers.
 There will be pumpkin carving, apple cider making, scarecrow 
constructing, collage and flower arranging art projects, and guided nature 
walks through the oak savanna restoration and wetlands of the park. 
 Bakers are invited to bring a fruit pie for the annual pie contest as well. 
Prizes are awarded for the three best pies, as determined by the three 
judges. If you would like to submit a pie, please contact the Welty Center 
at 608-361-1377 or <info@weltycenter.org> and an entry form will be sent 
to you. 
 Popcorn and apple cider will be for sale all afternoon, and slices of pie 
will be for sale after the pie judging contest.
 The admission charge is $7 (member) or $10 (non-member) for each 
person, or a whole family can come for $20 if members of Welty, $25.00 if 
not members. 

FALL FESTIVAL  SUNDAY OCTOBER 9th, 1-4pm
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REFLECTIONS  BY LENA VERKUILEN, DIRECTOR

Autumn.  Just hearing the word 
makes me breathe a sigh of relief.  
All the busyness of summer is 
wrapping up and preparations are 
beginning everywhere you look for 
the coming winter.  As the school 
year begins I notice the subtle signs 
that fall is nearly here.  The vibrant 
greens of summer that produced 
the bounty in fields, forests and 
gardens are beginning to dull as the 
hard work of fruit production is 
finishing.  The long twilights filled 
with lightning bug flashes of early 
summer have slowly been replaced 
with a dark that seems to come 
on surprisingly early and is filled 
with the orchestra of cicadas and 
crickets.  As the tomatoes in the 
garden plump and ripen, so do the 
spiders around them.  Taking the 
place of the small, scuttling spiders 
are the large yet elegant, brilliantly 

colored Argiope garden or banana 
spiders, and the rotund, dusky barn 
spiders.  All around us the fast pace 
of summer life is slowing.  

 Soon the tomatoes will all be 
picked and canned, not to mention 
the last of the summer BLT suppers 
eaten, and the gardens will be put 
to bed.  The trees will again be dark 
with the flocking blackbirds ready 
to fly south.  It makes me smile as 
I pass them that these birds who 

just weeks ago fought for their 
territory to the end now sit wing 
to wing with each other busily 
chattering in the chilling air.  First 
the cottonwoods will quietly turn 
yellow and shed their leaves.  Then 
the maples bring autumn in with a 
vengeance in their brilliant oranges 
and reds.  Soon November will be 
here with the understated rusts of 
the oak leaves hanging on, some 
until next spring.  It is the perfect 
time to reflect ourselves about 
what we have accomplished and 
what work there will be come next 
spring.  Until then, I will put on my 
jacket for a fall hike, head out to the 
nearest orchard to enjoy the season’s 
last fruits, and enjoy a pie or two 
over coffee with friends.  I hope you 
enjoy your autumnal rituals as well.  
 See you outside!

2. Second grade fall hikes will be 
starting the month of October.  
Volunteers can sign up to be 
either a guide or an assistant 
to the guide.  The hikes are 
so much fun as we teach the 
wonder of fall in Big Hill Park to 
school children and other folks.  
Training is provided and no 
experience is necessary!  

3. The Fall Festival activities, 
1-4p.m. Sunday October 9th,  
always need volunteers.  They 
include carving pumpkins, 
creating scarecrows, arranging 
dried flowers, selling popcorn, 
grinding apples for cider, or even 
entering a homemade pie in the 
pie contest!  

4. The Feast of the Waxing  Moon, 
4-8p.m. Saturday October 29th.

5. Welty would really appreciate 
a person to help with the 
housekeeping and maintenance 
chores!  

6. Many other exciting activities 
for families are planned, so watch 
for more information!  

 A huge “thank-you” to all the 
volunteers who so graciously 
helped at our summer programs 
this year.  We really appreciate your 
willingness and involvement.

 For more information, including 
a volunteer registration form, please 
contact Kelly at: 

volunteer@weltycenter.org  

 Or give me a call: 608-361-1377. 

 Have a happy autumn! 

VOLUNTEER CORNER  BY KELLY WASHBURN, VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

As the beauty of fall is once again 
upon us, the Welty Center abounds 
with activities that enhance the 
season and make people want to get 
outdoors and embrace nature.  As 
the number and variety of programs 
offered by Welty are expanded, the 
need for volunteers has increased.  
The schedule for those interested 
in volunteering is flexible. You can 
assist for a few hours, daily, weekly, 
monthly or whatever fits your 
schedule. Specific needs include:

1. The Scrap Metal Drive, 9a.m.-12 
noon  Saturday September 24th 
in Beckman Mill County Park’s 
parking lot, needs volunteers 
who enjoy the physical side.    
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FALL WILDFLOWERS  BY PAUL ROEMER, BOARD MEMBER

SPOTTED JOE-PYE-WEED
Along the boardwalk at Beckman 
Mill Park/Welty Environmental 
Center you will find a plant with 
whorled leaves and pink to purple 
flowers. What is this plant with the 
spotted or evenly purplish stems? It 
is Spotted Joe-Pye-Weed. 

 Spotted Joe-Pye-Weed’s scientific 
name is Eutrochium maculatum. 
“Eutrochium” is a Greek word 
that refers to the whorled leaves. 
The leaves are sharply toothed 

and mostly in whorls of 4 or 5. 
“Maculatum” refers to the spotted 
stalks.
 The leaves of Spotted Joe-Pye-
Weed have a treat in store for you, 
for when crushed they smell like 
vanilla.

OX-EYE
A wildflower that blooms from 
summer into fall is Ox-eye. Bright, 
light yellow flowers appear from 
June to October. New flowers may 
be seen all through the summer, 
whereas most of the prairie flowers 
bloom only for a time and then are 
gone. Occasionally clipping off the 
flowers that are going to seed also 
encourages new flower production. 
Ox-eye flowers look like Black-eyed 
Susan, but without the black eye.  
 Another name for Ox-eye is False 

Sunflower. Because both Ox-eye ray 
and disk flowers are fertile, unlike 
true sunflowers, it is called False 
Sunflower.
 Ox-eye has large leaves shaped 
somewhat like arrowheads. The 
leaves are opposite along the stem 
on leaf stalks often 1 inch long or 
more. 
 Where can you find Ox-eye at 
Welty? Look for Ox-eye at the west 
end of the parking lot.

We would like feedback on The Warbler, for we have no idea what readers think about it. Please let us know 
your thoughts, positive and negative. We would like to know whether or not we are on the right track, and we 
are always eager to make improvements.  Any comments and suggestions you have will be most helpful!  

1. How do you receive The Warbler? 
 In print ___ By email or through the website ___ Both in print and electronically ___

2. How do you read The Warbler?
 I read the whole thing ___ I scan it for interesting bits and just read those ___ 
 I don’t read The Warbler ___ Why not?

3. What do you think of the visual style and layout of The Warbler?
 It is easy to read ___ It is a little hard to read ___ It is difficult to read ___
 Comments and suggestions:

4. Do you find the content of The Warbler interesting?
 Yes ___ Somewhat ___ No ___
 Comments and suggestions:

 You will find this short survey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/R3MXFQD which automatically collates 
the results. 
 Alternatively, email your thoughts and ideas to: gbatterman@gmail.com 
 Or mail them to: The Welty Environmental Center, 8606 County Road H, Beloit, WI 53511

TELL US YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE WARBLER
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to cut down on the paper they 
send for recycling.

2. We have added “Constant 
Contact” to our communication 
methods. While designed 
to be used to send out press 
release information to the 
medias, it also allows us to send 
information about classes and 
events. And now and then we 
do a quick report about the 
changing plants, birds, animals 
and seasons at Beckman Mill 
County Park.

3. We are using Social Media (this 
is where it gets dicey) ... the 
first is Facebook. If you want to 
join in this fun, just go to www.
facebook.com and get yourself 
an account. I found it easiest 
to have a friend’s 15 year old 

daughter “teach me” how to 
use it!  You can then become 
a friend of Welty and receive 
information from Lena about 
the latest Welty happenings.

 What comes next? OH MY ... 
there’s Twitter, and Linked In, and 
many others ... the newest (I’ll  have 
to be looking for that 15 year old 
again) is Google+. 
 Now for your opportunity ... if 
you haven’t joined our e-mail list, 
let us know at info@weltycenter.org. 
 And if you are already on our list, 
how about sharing our information 
with a couple of your friends and 
inviting them to “get on our list”?
 That’s what “going social” is all 
about.

THE IMPORTANCE OF WELTY CENTER . . . AND OPPORTUNITIES
BY JAN HERBERT, 
PUBLICITY COMITTEE

We all agree about the importance 
of offering nature and interpretative 
information. Sometimes, however, 
the best methods to let people know 
about the choices and possibilities 
at Welty are a challenge to get 
used to! A great friend has always 
taught me to call every challenge 
an opportunity ... and so here is a 
review of our “opportunities”:

1. We maintain a mailing list so 
that everyone can receive a 
copy of the Welty Warbler. We 
take that one step further and 
also provide it in an electronic 
format (to be received via 
e-mail) for those who enjoy 
reading on-line and seeing the 
photos in color, or who want 

1. The Birthday Party Solution: Do you need a great 
idea for that special kid’s Birthday Party? Welty 
can help. Welty will take care of the activity and 
the meeting room. Possible topics: Nature Treasure 
Hunt, Fishing, All About Birds, and more. The 
activity will last about one hour. You bring the 
cake and other items that you would like.  Up to 12 
children-one adult required for every 6. Cost: $50.00

2. Want a special treat for a favorite teacher, niece or 
grandkid? Welty offers customized school classroom 
lessons. YOU can sponsor an environmental 
classroom lesson. Welty will contact the teacher, to 
create and present a special lesson at a local school. 
What a treat for the teacher and the kids!  Cost: $75.

3. Need a Program for a Special Event? The Welty 
Wagon is available to come and present a program 
to your PTO, PTA Parent’s group, family gathering, 
whatever the event may be. We provide all the 
environmental entertainment and you provide a few 
volunteers. 

WELTY SOLUTIONS FOR THE STATELINE COMMUNITY . . . 608-361-1377
4. Need a Special Gift for a Birthday, Holiday or 

Anniversary?  Give the Gift of Nature, any time. You 
can make a gift in honor of that special someone or 
suggest that your friends make a donation in your 
name to Welty Environmental Center.  

5. Science and Nature Solutions for Home Schoolers, 
Scouts, 4-H, and other groups: Welty provides many 
programs, customized to a specific topic or badge. 

6. Need a Program for Senior Citizens?  Welty offers 
programs especially tailored to assisted living 
centers, senior centers and the like. Special price: 
$25.00 per program plus mileage

7. Looking for a Lasting Endowment? Name Welty 
Environmental Center in your will or bequest. You’ll 
help us raise the next generation of earth stewards. 
Contact Welty and your attorney or financial advisor 
for advice.

 Call Welty for further information on any of these 
programs: 608-361-1377
 Thank you for your support!



5September 2011

SUSAN WRIGHT
Susan is a director at large in her 
third year on the Welty Center 
Board. She grew up in the Fox 
Valley of Wisconsin and has been 
married 13 years.  She and her 
husband, Denny, operate Wright 
Way Farm, a CSA (Community 
Supported Agriculture), located on 
over 25 acres near Beckman Mill, 
on Saint Lawrence Road.  They 
have four children and four grand 
children.

 The Wrights proximity to the 
Welty Center and their hospitality 
and willingness to educate people 
about the benefits of sustainable 
agriculture has made their farm a 
perfect destination for wagon rides 
at Welty events.
 Susan has an Associate degree 
in supervisory management and 
works in Madison as a customer 
service engineer for Morpho Trak, 
a company handling fingerprint 
data.  She has computer skills 
that have served the Welty Center 
well.  She was converted into a 
farmer by Denny who established 
their backyard garden when they 
were newly married and living in 
Janesville.  This has evolved into 
their moving and starting the Farm 
where they have lived for the last six 
years.

MEET TWO WELTY BOARD MEMBERS
PAUL ROEMER
Paul joined the Welty Center Board 
in April 2011 as an at large director. 
He lives in Brodhead, Wisconsin 
with his wife of 30 years, Alice.  
They have three grown sons.
 Paul grew up in Two Rivers WI.  
He studied at three campuses of the 
UW system, Manitowoc, Madison 
and Oshkosh and graduated with 
a major in Biology and a minor in 
Music.  For 33.5 years he taught 
Music in the Brodhead schools, 
from kindergarten through fifth 
grade.  In 2003, Paul retired from 
teaching and went to work for 
Taylor Creek Restoration Nursery.  
His middle son works there as well.
 Paul has been an important 
volunteer in the establishment 

and maintenance of the natural 
landscape at the Brodhead Library.  
He has remained a busy person, 
who teaches a nature based summer 
school program called Cabin Kids, 
and who also volunteers for the 
Welty Center.

Dave and Stephanie Dobson are hosting an End of Summer Picnic at their 
rural home, on Saturday, September 24 from 4-7pm for all volunteers and 
current 2011 members of Friends of the Welty Environmental Center.  
They live at 7321 S. Smythe School Rd, west of Beloit.  There will be food, 
games, fellowship, and an opportunity to walk in the woods.  
 Is your membership current? To check, look for the membership date 
on the mailing label of your Warbler to check your membership status. If 
the information on the label seems incorrect, contact Dave or Stephanie 
Dobson (608-364-1023) or email: dobsond@beloit.edu
 Each member or volunteer is invited to bring along a prospective new 
member, to show them what our group is about and enthuse them to join 
the Welty organization. 
 Stephanie was on the original steering committee of the Welty Environ-
mental Center, and she and Dave are current Board members.  They have 
both volunteered countless hours to the Welty Environmental Center, 
which has grown and flourished because of the involvement of people like 
them.  Thank you, Dave and Stephanie! 

MEMBER & VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PICNIC
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WELTY FALL EVENTS SCHEDULE

PONTOONING & NATURE ON THE ROCK RIVER
Welty and The Rock Bar & Grill are again teaming up 
to provide “connecting people with nature” pontoon 
boat cruises. Relax and enjoy the Fall Colors! Arrive 
10 minutes before departure. Limited space available 
for each cruise.

When: Thurs. September 29, 3:30-5:00pm
  Urban Wildlife
Tues. October 11, 1:00-2:30pm
  Ghost Stories and River History

Where: The Rock’s boatdock 101 Maple St, Beloit
Cost: Adults $10.00, Kids (14 yrs. and under) $5.00
Reservations: Call The Rock 363-7625
Walk-ons welcome if space is available

FALL SCRAP METAL COLLECTION 
Help support Welty’s mission by cleaning out your 
scrap metal.  Volunteers will help unload materials.
Acceptable items include: copper, brass, aluminum, 
stainless steel and nickel alloys, lead items, tin solders 
and Babbitt solids, most appliances, auto parts.
   Not acceptable: electronics of any kind, appliances 
with Freon (air conditioning units, refrigerators, etc.)

When: Sat. September 24
Time: 9am-Noon
Where: Beckman Mill County Park parking lot 

MEMBERS & VOLUNTEERS APPRECIATION PICNIC
   See article on page 5 for more information.  

When: Sat. September 24
Time: 4-7pm
Where: 7321 S.Smythe School Rd, west of Beloit

BRANCHING OUT
Learn adaptations of trees and leaf types; tree lore; and 
how to identify trees using leaves, twigs, bark, seeds 
and identification keys.  Hike the Big Hill Park woods 
to test your new knowledge.   

When: Sat. October 1. Repeated on Sat. October 8
Time: 10am-Noon
Where: Big Hill Park, Beloit, WI
Age: 6 years and up.  
Designed for Girl Scouts (Brownies and Juniors) 

but open to all  
Cost: $5 per student
Registration required by Sept 30 or Oct 7

TREE IDENTIFICATION FOR ADULTS
The basics of tree identification: leaf shapes, bark, 
habitat and other identification markings.  Learn some 
tree lore as well as we hike the Big Hill forest to put 
our renewed skills to practice.  Dress for the weather 
as we will be outdoors, and the class will only be 
canceled in case of severe weather.

When: Sat. October 1
Time:  1pm-3pm
Where: Big Hill Park, Beloit, WI
Age: 12 and up
Cost: $20 per person (includes materials to keep the 

information fresh after you leave.)
Registration required by September 28.

FALL FESTIVAL
See article on page 1 for more information.

When: Sun October 9
Time: 1-4pm
Where:  Beckman Mill County Park
Cost: Individuals $7/$10 member/non-member
          Families $20/$25 member/non-member 

For all Welty Center 
events you can call 
608-361-1377 or visit
www.weltycenter.org 
for registration and 
more information.

Judging the pie competition
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WELTY FALL EVENTS SCHEDULE  CONTINUED

NATURE ROCKS FAMILY NATURE CLUB:
 FALL COLORS
The leaves are turning, and the high bluffs at this 
unique county park and state natural area are a great 
place to see them.  We’ll make a fall leaf collection 
and observe animals preparing for winter.  Bring 
your hiking boots as this park has some rugged trails.  
Presented with Rock County Parks.   

When: Sat. October 15
Time: 10-11:30am
Where: Magnolia Bluff County Park 
 outside Evansville, WI
Cost: $10 per family
Registration required by October 10.

FEAST OF THE WAXING MOON
Enjoy an evening of stories, exploring, and lore in the 
park.  Bring your best jack-o-lantern for the contest, 
and dress up (adults too!) for the costume contest.  
Sit around the fire enjoying warm cider, toasted 
marshmallows and stories of times gone by.  Go on a 
guided hike through the oak savanna restoration and 
wetlands.  

When: Sat. October 29
Time: 4pm-8pm
Where: Beckman Mill County Park
Suggested donation: $10 per family, 
 $5 per individual

WEATHER WATCH
Come learn the science behind forecasting the 
weather.  Learn to read the sky, make tools to predict 
coming weather, and learn how to stay safe during 
extreme weather conditions.  Be ready to be outdoors 
for this meteorological experience. 

When: Sat. November 5
Time: 10am-Noon
Where: Welty Environmental Center 
Age: 8 years and up  
Designed for Girl Scouts (Junior level and up) but 
open to all 
Cost: $5 per student
Registration required by November 3

WEATHER WATCHING FOR ADULTS
This class is for anyone interested in learning to read 
the sky.  Learn about different clouds, weather systems, 
the Beaufort scale and the true and false about those 
weather-related “old wives’ tales”.  Dress for the 
weather – this class will only be canceled in case of 
severe weather.

When: Sat. November 5
Time: 1pm-3pm
Where: Welty Environmental Center 
Age: 12 and up
Cost: $20 per person (includes materials to keep the 
information fresh after you leave.)
Registration required by November 2.

NATURE ROCKS FAMILY NATURE CLUB:
 GEOCACHE TREASURES
Geocaching is a high-tech treasure hunting game 
played by adventure seekers equipped with GPS 
devices.  The basic idea is to locate hidden caches.  
Learn how to use a GPS unit and search for the 
geocaches in the park.  Two GPS units will be available 
for use, but please bring your own if you have one.  
Presented with Rock County Parks.  

When: Sat. November 19
Time: 10-11:30am
Where: Happy Hollow County Park 
 outside Janesville
Cost: $10 per family
Registration required by November 14.
 

Summer fun catching crayfish
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BY JOLEEN STINSON,
 Rock County Parks Community Coordinator

Nearly 50 people attended the Thomas G. Kautz 
boardwalk and nature trail grand opening celebration 
on Thursday, July 7th, including members of the 
Friends of the Welty Environmental Center and 
the Friends of Beckman Mill, Rock County Board 
Supervisors, and the general public.

Tom Kautz unveiled the sign, watched by Lori Williams, 
the current Parks Director. Tom was Rock County 
Parks Director for nearly 30 years.  Kautz was  honored 
for his vision, his dedication and his ability to work 
with everyone from county board members to friends 
groups. He wrote the grant for these improvements at 
Beckman Mill more than 10 years ago.

Rock County Public Works/Parks Committee with the 
guest of honor.  Left to right: Thomas G. Kautz; Kurtis 
L. Yankee, Committee Chair; David Diestler; Betty Jo 
Bussie, Committee Vice-Chair; Eva Arnold.

THE OPENING OF THE BOARDWALK AT BECKMAN MILL COUNTY PARK

Lena Verkuilen, Director of the Welty Environmental 
Center, led a guided hike through the wetlands and 
northwoods.

The boardwalk runs across the wetland, giving visitors 
a chance to see the birds, waterfowl and butterflies that 
depend on such an environment. It also links the main 
part of the park to the wooded area at its northern 
end. 

If you have not gotten the chance to explore the new 
trail yet, we strongly encourage you to do so!
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We should be seeing the birds 
gathering together in anticipation 
of their travels south.
Usually the first and most 
noticeable birds gathering to make 
their journey are sitting on the 
telephone wires.  These are the 
starlings. As it gets colder we should 
be seeing the “flying V’s” of the 
geese and sandhill cranes heading 
south.
 Late season flowers are going 
to seed now.  Some weeds can 
produce thousands of seeds per 
plant.  Luckily insects, birds, and 
rodents eat many of these seeds. A 
single cricket can eat 233 pigweed 
seeds a day. Other insects that like 
weed seeds are flies, wasps, moth 
and butterfly larvae, and ground 
beetles. Switchgrass, a native North 
American tall grass, provides a 
great place for ground beetles to live 

and over winter.
 Watch for the Asian lady beetles 
during the fall.  Multicolored 
Asian lady beetles, or ladybugs, 
are beneficial, but you might not 
think so when they swarm your 
back porch or come indoors for 
a visit.  They eat aphids and soft-
bodied insect pests that attack 
flowers and vegetables. The best 
way to identify a multicolored 
Asian lady beetle from other 
species is by the distinctive “M” 
marking on the back just above 
the colorful wings. These lady 
beetles vary in color, from green to 
orange. And the number of spots 
on their backs varies.  They are 
not harmful to humans, but they 
DO stink when you step on them. 
The recommended method to get 
rid of these when they get into the 
house is to vacuum them. Applying 

pesticides now will only be 
expensive for you and add poisons 
to your yard and house.  Indoor 
pesticides are ineffective because 
the beetles are hiding in inaccessible 
areas in the walls.  Outdoor 
preventative chemicals only work 
if applied before the beetles begin 
to congregate so application now is 
also ineffective.  Stop up cracks in 
screens and vacuum or sweep the 
ladybugs under bushes or against 
walls, especially near gardens, 
where they can over-winter and 
help control insect pests in the 
spring.  Because they eat the same 
food as other lady beetles, the most 
serious concern about the Asian 
multicolored lady beetles is that 
they may out compete and cause a 
decrease in the biodiversity of our 
native species. 

PHENOLOGY CORNER  BY SANDY KALLAS, ROCK PRAIRIE MASTER GARDENER

PARTICIPATION IN WELTY CENTER PROGRAMS  JUNE 14 - AUGUST 31

PROGRAMS # PRESENTATIONS # CHILDREN # ADULTS TOTAL
Library Program 11 216 91 307
Welty Wednesday 7 63 10 73
Rock River Pontoon Ride 5 10 33 43
Summer Fun 6 33 0 33
Girl Scouts 1 10 4 14
Day Camp 2 camps / week 15 0 15
Miscellaneous Day Camps / Care 4 93 19 112
Miscellaneous 4 1 1 2
Nature Rocks 2 0 0 0

TOTAL 40 + 2 weeks 
of camp

441 158 599
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS
Director Lena visited 10 libraries, 
traveling as far away as Hustisford 
and Lake Mills to the north, 
Walworth and Sharon to the east, 
and Evansville and Orfordville to 
the west.  The program, People 
of the Big Voice: The Story of the 
Ho-Chunk People, was designed 
to work with the summer library 
theme of “One World, Many 
Stories.”  Lena taught about 
traditional Ho-Chunk life, stressed 
that the Ho-Chunk is a living and 
vibrant culture, and told stories.  
Participants then moved between 
stations to learn about traditional 
food and naming, and play a 
traditional Ho-Chunk game; they 
each took home a modern day craft.

WELTY WEDNESDAYS
The seven Wednesday morning 
programs of exploration and nature 
play proved popular with kids aged 
5 to 10, and a number of younger 
kids attended accompanied by 
an adult.  Subjects covered the 
spectrum from bats and 
snakes to flowers and 
trees.

SUMMER FUN 
Kids aged 6 to 12 tried 
their hand at fishing, 
crept through the woods 
and prairie, played 
games, made crafts, and 
simply enjoyed being 
outside.  The most popular 
programs were “Survivor 
Days”, where the kids 
practiced outdoor living 

skills; highlights were making 
shelters and starting fires.

WATER PLANET CAMP
Director Lena writes: The final day 
camp of the summer, Water Planet, 
took place August 15-19 out at 
Beckman Mill County Park.  There 
were 11 campers in attendance, and 
we spent the week doing all things 
wet.  To discover that water is 
everywhere we kicked off the week 
making weather stations, including 
thermometers, cloud charts, and an 

anemometer to measure the wind.  
Tuesday our field trip was to the 
wetland property owned by Denny 
and Susan Wright of WrightWay 
Farms.  Denny gave us a guided 
tour as we found freshly-dug dens, 
intricate spider webs, and a wet 
meadow full of late summer life.  
Thanks to the Stateline Community 
Foundation for sponsoring our field 
trip transportation!  Crafts of the 
week included fish print kerchiefs, 
mini greenhouses, hand-decorated 
journals and cement birdbaths 
imprinted with real leaves.  Every 
day we found our way around and 
into Raccoon Creek to catch fish, 
crayfish, and other aquatic life.  The 
week was capped off with Friday 
Family Night, complete with songs, 
an art show and ice cream treats, 
followed by a family camp out in 
the park.  To put an exclamation 
mark on our week Mother Nature 
provided a thunderstorm Saturday 
morning as we said our goodbyes.  
Mark your calendars now to attend 
summer camp next year!

Special thanks to 
our volunteers who 
helped with summer 
programming.  We 
couldn’t do it without 
you! Kenny Bielski, Talia 
Bossingham, David and 
Hudsyn Garcia, Sandy 
Kallas, Emi and Kassi 
Powers, Amy Reimer, 
Nick Rosenbloom, 
Chelsey Wilson, and Mark 
Sprietzer. 

REPORT ON SUMMER ACTIVITIES  JUNE 14 - AUGUST 31

Survivor Days Fire

Survivor Days Shelter
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WATER PLANET DAY CAMP   AUGUST 15th - 19th



MISSION STATEMENT
To provide leadership in environmental 
and ecological education to students, 
teachers and individuals of all ages 
so that the residents of this region 
can make informed decisions leading 
to respect for and the enjoyment, 
preservation, and sustainable use of our 
natural resources.

Join the Friends of the Welty Environmental Center, Inc. Today
Help support environmental education and programming in our region. FWEC 
members receive issues of this newsletter and information about programming 
and events. We have 501(c)(3) tax exempt status and are solely a private, non-
profit educational organization. Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible.

Membership Dues for Calendar Yr 2011
Student/Child ($10) 

Individual ($15) 

Family ($25) 

Organizational ($100) 

Lifetime ($1000) 

Contributions
Level Amount

Swallow $25
Killdeer $50
Goldfinch $75
Cardinal $100
Bluebird $150
Crane $250
Great Blue Heron $500+

NAME(S):
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE:
ZIP PHONE:
EMAIL:
TOTAL (DUES & CONTRIBUTIONS): $
Please make checks payable to and mail to: 

Friends of the Welty Environmental Center, Inc.,
P.O. Box 131, Beloit, WI 53512

P.O. Box 131
Beloit, WI 53512
(608) 361-1377

Permit No. 71
Non-Profit Organization
US Postage Paid
Beloit, WI 53511

After reading this issue of The Warbler, file it for future reference or pass it on to a friend. Better yet, send the friend’s name to us and we’ll send them a copy!

This paper is made with recycled fibersVisit us at www.weltycenter.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

FWEC Board of Directors
Jan Knutson, President
Heidi Andre, Vice President
Tom Evert, Treasurer
Stephanie Dobson, External Secretary
Karen Niehans, Internal Secretary

Welty Center Director: Lena Verkuilen
Office Manager/Volunteer Coordinator: 

Kelly Washburn

At-Large Directors
Dave Dobson Jan Herbert
Richard Ott Paul Roemer
Pablo Toral Susan Wright

‘Warbler’ Newsletter Editors
Gillian Batterman Jason Dettman


