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President’s Message
By Jan Knutson

See pages 8 - 10  for details
April 14 Recycled Kites
April 14 Build a Rain Barrel
April 16 Spring in the Savanna
April 19 Make a Worm Compost

    Bin
April 21 Cold-Blooded Critters
April 21 Tree Identification

    Hike
April 21 Nature Rocks

    Family Nature Club:
    Spring Beauty

April 22 Annual Meeting &
    Program: Birding in
     the Grasslands

April 24 Wonders of Water
April 28 Wonders of Water
May 3 Breathe
May 5 Bird Hike & Activities
May 12 Little Plants on the

    Prairie
May 12 Between Earth and Sky
May 12 Mother’s Day Eve

    Hike and Picnic
May 19 Nature Rocks Family

    Nature Club:
    Camping 101

June 1 Frog Call Hike
June 2 Adult Nature

    Academy: Birds
June 6 Terrific Turtles
June 13 My Friend Aldo
June 16 Nature Rendezvous
June 18-22 Young Explorer Camp
June 23 Adult Nature

Academy: Birds
June 27 Frogs: A Double Life
June 29 Friday Fishing Fun
June 30 Adult Nature
July 7     Academy: Trees &

    Plants
July 11 Rascally Raccoons
July 18 Insects: On Wings of

    Change

Upcoming Events
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“Unless someone like you...cares a whole
awful lot...nothing is going to get better ...It’s
not.”    If you have seen the new movie, The
Lorax, or read the book….this might sound
familiar.  Long before saving the earth became
a global concern, Dr. Seuss, wrote The Lorax,
first published in 1971, to chronicle the plight
of the environment when no one is taking care.
This has always been one of my favorite books.

The Lorax reminds me of why I love Welty,
because I get the opportunity to promote the
value of connecting people with nature.
Working with so many great people to help empower a new generation
to be connected with nature is a responsibility that I take seriously.  My
Welty vision is a world in which every person is inspired by nature to
become a healthy individual and create a sustainable future.

The Lorax also reminds me to tell you about a summer opportunity
offered by Welty.  Ecolab is providing funding to help Welty connect
people with nature.  Together with Rock and Winnebago County
extension offices we are providing a series of workshops as an Adult
Nature Academy in the Stateline area this summer.  We will offer four
environmental strands in the academy: Birding, Trees, Creek Study and
Entomology (Insect Study).  These workshops will be held in area parks,
forest preserves and environmental facilities in both Wisconsin and
Illinois.

Adults who take part in an academy workshop will acquire the skills
and equipment personally to enjoy their topic and continue with nature
investigations, and  to teach others.

Participants will take home a customized KIT from each workshop
which will enable continuation of study and teaching of the activities
for that topic.  For example the Creek Study Kit will include such things
as a Pond Field Guide, a creek sampling tray and sampling net, a hand
magnifier and a laminated macro invertebrate guide, along with other
resources about area watersheds and water activities.

Participants will also have the option to design a ten hour volunteer
giveback program following their participation in the Welty Adult Nature
Academy Workshop to earn a rebate on the cost for the workshop.

The Lorax asks…Can one person make a difference?  Can you?
What are some things you can do to better your own environment?
Sign up for this unique learning opportunity this summer…a Welty
Nature Academy Workshop!! For further details, see page 12.

 



Color

Imagine how this newsletter would
look in glorious color!

You can see it for yourself by signing
up for the online version.

And, as an additional feel-good
bonus, you will be saving a tree by
your lack of paper consumption!!

Send an email to:
dobsond@beloit.edu
Subject: e-Warbler
Message: Your full name and
complete contact information

Your World!

Reflections
By Lena Verkuilen, Director
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Spring is a time of transition.  As
I write today the sun is shining on the
most recent snowfall and I can hear
the drips of the water melting off the
roof.  A kingfisher called as it was
rudely disturbed, and the robins have
been chattering back and forth about
the snow that just beat them back to
the Midwest.  Soon as the evening
draws near the sharp, sweet calls of
our earliest-emerging amphibians, the
spring peepers, will grace our
twilights.  If you have a pond or
stream with good cover nearby you
have probably heard them.  Finding
them is a bit more difficult.  This frog
is about the size of a quarter, is usually

tan in color, and has a distinctive
“X” on its back.

Once you have heard the spring
peeper call, be on the lookout for
the rest of our native frogs and
toads.  Like birds each amphibian
has a unique call, habitat and
natural history.  Though unlike
birds, there are only a handful to
learn, not hundreds!  To get started
go for a walk near water on a warm,
preferably wet evening.  Be ready
to be still as frogs and toads can be
very wary.  When you hear what
sounds like someone running a
fingernail along the teeth of a
plastic comb you’ve found a chorus
frog.  Look low as these frogs do
not tend to climb high.  Do you hear
what sounds like someone
plucking a guitar string?  You’ve
found a green frog.  This is a
medium-sized frog that looks
exactly what everyone pictures a
frog to be - green with dark spots.
Follow your ears to a high-pitched
whirr and you will find an
American Toad, the only toad
species native to this area.  Come
back later this summer to find the
tiny toadlets hopping about in
search of worms and insects to eat.
As the spring turns to summer
listen for the deep jug-o-rum of the
bullfrogs.  This is one of the last
frogs to emerge from hibernation,
and one of the first to retreat back
into the soft mud.

You are now well on your way
to becoming a herpetologist, or a
scientist who studies amphibians
and reptiles.  Herpetology comes
from the Greek word meaning “to
creep.”  As the summer wears on
you can hunt down some reptiles.

Now, reptiles are generally lumped
with amphibians in the field guides
and other literature, though these
creatures are very different from each
other.  For instance, an amphibian
leads a double life, relying on the
water to keep their eggs and larvae
moist, while reptiles lay leathery eggs
on land which hatch into unchanging
miniatures of the adults.  Amphibians
like frogs can breathe through their
skin, and reptiles must shed theirs in
order to grow.

Want to know more about our
local “herps?”  Come on out to the
Cold-Blooded Critters live reptile
and amphibian show with Dan
Nedrelo on April 21 at the Beloit
Memorial High School.  You’ll get
to see them live and in person while
you learn about their unique life
histories.  Get your ticket in advance
and you can come to a meet and greet
before the show at The Rock
Restaurant.   If you’ll excuse me, I’m
off for a hike in search of some other
elusive springtime favorites - wild
asparagus, morels, skunk cabbage,
spring beauties …



Volunteer Corner
By Kelly Washburn, Volunteer Coordinator and Office Manager
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As winter shifts in to spring and summer, The Welty
Center also shifts in to full gear and springs ahead with
a wonderful array of programs, special events and
festivals. In most cases, no special skills, tools or
previous experience are required – just a desire to learn
more and help out.   For further details about individual
programs, see the calendar in the center and ads
throughout the newsletter.

Basic Bird Hike Sat. May 5th  Volunteers to interact
with families about the various birds that will
be pointed out and discussed along the trail.

Habitats Mon. May 7th and Fri. May 18th  Two
volunteers each day to work with elementary
school age children at a nature exploration
station.

Little Plants on the Prairie Sat. May 12th,  rain date
May 19th  Volunteers to sell tickets, work at
refreshment table and the vendor sign-in table.

Library Program in Elkhorn, WI.  Sat. June 9th

Two volunteers to assist with a bat program.  We
will be making a craft and providing a game

Sat. June 16th  Rendezvous with Nature and
Technology Many volunteers are needed for a
variety of positions including set up, food
servers, silent auction table, children’s activities,
hikes, and clean-up.

Do you have ideas and skills to lead programs
but need help channeling them?  The Welty
Environmental Center is always looking for new
programming ideas.  Please call Lena Verkuilen
at 608-361-1377 to schedule a time to talk about
putting your great talents to a larger audience.

Oak Savanna Work Crew ongoing at Beckman
Mill County Park (Beloit, WI)  Do you like to
work outdoors and have a real effect on the
landscape?  Join with the Friends of the Welty
Environmental Center and Friends of Beckman
Mill to be a part of the crew clearing and
improving the oak savanna.

Do you have a chain saw or log splitter that you want
to use and not enough wood to split?  The Welty
Environmental Center has a generous amount of
wood thanks to a willow tree at Beckman Mill
County Park that was damaged during last year’s
storms but we need help breaking it down.

Special Events Committee - we are always looking
for volunteers to join this relaxing, fun gathering
that looks at possible small events to enhance the
Welty Center’s programming schedule.

   If you are interested in volunteering at any of these
wonderful programs or events, please contact Kelly
at volunteer@weltycenter.org  or call 608-314-4340.

Are you between

the ages of 13 - 18?

Are you looking for an opportunity
 to volunteer in the great outdoors?

Help us with summer programming for kids!

� Welty Wednesdays
� Friday Fishing Fun
� Summer nature camps

June 18 - 22 and  August 13 - 17

No experience necessary.
Come for a day or come for a week

We will train you to help kids enjoy nature.

Call Kelly Washburn 608-314-4340



Report on the Winter’s Activities
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At Beloit’s Winter Fest, families enjoyed Welty’s craft activities.

continued on page 5

Welty
on Wheels
Want a special treat for a
favorite teacher, niece or
grandkid? Welty offers cus-
tomized school classroom
lessons. YOU can sponsor
an environmental class-
room lesson. Welty will
contact the teacher to cre-
ate and present a special
lesson at a local school.

Cost $75

Winter can be a slow time for us,
but we had bursts of busyness over
the season at the Welty
Environmental Center.  Here are a
few highlights:

January started with a bang with
families coming out to learn how to
survive with basic items.  We started
with a scenario where the family was
on vacation in the north woods, away
from civilization and cell phone
towers, and their van breaks down.
The families chose which items they
would need over the next 3 days,
then we went in the park for hands-
on lessons on building basic shelters,
and making fire with a single spark.
Both channel 23 news and the Beloit
Daily News covered this event.

A series of talks on living simply
filled in winter evenings.  In January

we discussed the basics of home
composting and February brought a
talk on using native plants in your
home gardening.

A member donated a program on
our Red-Eared Slider turtles at the
Angel Academy family night in
January in Beloit.  If you have a child
or grandchild who would enjoy a
program from the Welty
Environmental Center call us to
sponsor a program too!  The crowd
was families with preschool aged
children, and they all enjoyed
interacting with our turtle
ambassadors.

January wrapped up with a bang
with Beloit’s Winterfest.  For the
Saturday Children’s Carnival Welty
brought touch items, silhouettes of
local birds of prey, and craft items
featuring Bald Eagles.  We reached
almost 500 people at this event
alone!  On Sunday Welty led nature

hikes at Big Hill Park while people
waited to enjoy a horse-drawn wagon
ride.  This is a partnership between
the Welty Environmental Center and
the City of Beloit Leisure Services.
The partnership continued with a
joint program on making homemade
snowshoes at the Big Hill cabin in
February.  We were able to
accommodate 12 people, and we
were able to squeeze in 13 builders!

Volunteers are the heart of our
programming!  Over the winter we
not only trained people to lead tours
for the maple sugaring programs, but
also new teens to be included in the
Junior Naturalist program helping
lead summer children’s program-
ming.  Do you want to be included
but haven’t attended a training
session yet?  Just call the center at
608-361-1377 or talk with Kelly
Washburn directly at 608-314-4340.

By Lena Verkuilen, Director



Report on the Winter’s Activities
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Participation in Welty Center Activities
January through March  2012

ACTIVITY

Outdoor Survival Family Class
Nature Rocks Family Nature Club
Tracking Family Program
School’s Day Out Program
Homemade Snowshoe Clinic
Leap Day Expo
Winterfest Expo and Hikes
Volunteer Training for Programs
Scouts Programs
Outreach Education Programs
3rd Grade SDB Maple Sugar Programs*
Miscellaneous Adult Groups
* Groups scheduled to come and
anticipated numbers.
TOTAL

1
2
1
1
1
1
2
3
1
1
35
4

53

#
PRESENTATIONS

7
4
3
2
4
40
Many
1
11
12
578
1

663

5
2
3
0
9
26
Many
5
4
24
146
13

237

#
CHILDREN

#
ADULTS

#
PARTICIPANTS

continued from page 4

At Beloit’s Winter Fest, children got to see how they measured up against
native birds of prey.  Fortunately they are all bigger than kestrels (bottom left),
our smallest bird of prey with a wingspan of 22 inches. Our largest bird of prey

is the bald eagle, with an average wingspan of seven feet.

In February our winter weather
began to break.  It also broke up some
of the programming!  We did a
tracking program following the
animals that have not only been
active all winter, but those just
waking up for the spring.  I’m on the
lookout for the mink whose tracks
were by the millrace.  People came
out on a chilly evening to enjoy a full
moon hike on the new boardwalk and
north woods trail.  A group of scouts
came out to learn about the turtles
here at the center, and Welty took a
frog project out to Rotary Gardens
in Janesville to celebrate Leap Day.

March is when the maple sap
flows, and programming is dedicated
to this annual phenomenon.  All the
3rd grade classes at the School
District of Beloit, special education
classes from Beloit Memorial High
School and the general public came
out to experience this annual
tradition first hand, culminating in
the annual Maple Sugar Fest.



April  2012

Rock County Parks Update
By Joleen Stinson, Rock County Parks Community Coordinator

Last spring, the original construction of the
northwood’s trail, in Beckman Mill County Park, left
many roots and a rugged trail.  Volunteer efforts have
helped with this problem, but detailed finish work is
still needed.  Additionally, the lack of slope has left a
trail that holds water after periods of rain.  This situa-
tion, if left unresolved, will lead to large muddy sec-
tions of trail leaving it unusable for long periods of time.

To solve these problems, trail improvements are
planned for this spring.  Rock County Parks has hired
Trail Design Specialists of Madison to build up the trail
tread and create water infiltration areas (sort of like mini
rain gardens) to collect trail run off, thus resulting in a
more sustainable trail over time.  The work will start as
soon as the ground dries out this spring.  This project is

funded by a grant from the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources.

This spring, explore the Beckman Mill Park wet-
land by crossing the Thomas G Kautz boardwalk, and
hike through the park’s savanna and northwood’s trails
to watch the wildflowers come up and bloom!  I en-
courage you to discover different natural areas in the
Stateline area, including Carver-Roehl and Magnolia
Bluff County Parks, both of which have diverse spring
ephemerals and were recently designated  as State Natu-
ral Areas.

To learn more about Rock County Parks and see
our calendar of park events, please visit
www.co.rock.wi.us and follow the menu to the Parks
Department.
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Cold-Blooded Critters

Call 361-1377 or email info@weltycenter.org
for tickets and information

with Dan Nedrelo

Saturday, April 21 � 7 p.m.

Beloit Memorial High School Auditorium

Dan Nedrelo, a herpetologist from Viroqua, WI, will be bringing a host of live reptiles and amphibians

to share on this evening program. Can a snake blink? How does a frog swallow with its eyes? Learn

these facts and many more as we get up close and personal with these creatures who quietly live

among us.

This program is being co-sponsored by the Welty Environmental Center,

Beloit Memorial High School Environmental Club and The Rock.

All are welcome!
Cost: $6 each

$20 for a group of 4

Your advance ticket gets you free admission

 into a 4 p.m. Meet and Greet session at The Rock in Beloit

or attend this event alone for a $2 donation.
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Spotlight on Members
The Forbeck Family

Why We Love the Welty Center
By Matt Forbeck

I grew up in Beloit, and my parents often took me
and my brother and sisters camping all around
Wisconsin. Despite the fact I was an asthmatic kid, they
taught me to fish and hike and swim — to love nature.
Ann grew up all around Michigan, but she spent time
every summer up at her family’s rustic cabin near
Watersmeet, in the Upper Peninsula, where she learned
to love being outdoors too.

We moved to Beloit (back, for me) in 1999, soon
after our eldest son Marty was born. As he grew older
and the other kids — our quadruplets: Pat, Nick, Ken,
and Helen — came along, we wanted to pass on that
love of nature to them. After asking around, we
discovered the Welty Center, and soon after that we
became members.
Even when the quads were in preschool, we’d take them
out to the pancake breakfast in Big Hill Park to enjoy
the fresh maple syrup — tapped and made right there!
— and hiking by the river. As they grew older, we often
brought them to the Welty Center for various lessons
and to get them out in the fresh air.

The Welty people are always unfailingly friendly,
knowledgeable, and kind. They’re as eager to share what
they know about nature as our kids are to absorb it, and
Ann and I often learn a lot too — or relearn things we’ve
long forgotten.

When the Warbler shows up, the kids always want
to read it and see what new adventures we can sign up
for in the weeks to come. Often when we ask them which
activities they want to try out, the answer is
“Everything!”

In more recent years, the kids have gone out to the
Welty Center on field trips with the rest of their school.
We’ve also taken advantage of some of the off-site hikes
in other parts of Rock County, and we’ve always had a
wonderful time. We’re happy to have such a handy and
friendly resource for such things right here in Beloit,
and we can only hope that it’ll be around for many
decades to come.

Matt and Ann with quads Nick, Helen, Ken and Pat and
big brother Marty.

Here are some quotes about the Welty Center in the
kids’ own words.

Nick (aged 9): It’s a fun way to learn about nature
and get to observe it. It’s also a really fun place!

Helen (aged 9): It’s also a good chance to learn and
meet new friends. It’s a great place to be when you want
to learn about nature.

Ken (aged 9): I like the Welty Center because I like
nature, and I like animals. The Welty Center is fun. I’ve
had lots of fun times there and even gone on field trips
there. I have a lot of great memories of playing there
lots of times. I even saw a snake once!

Pat (aged 9): It’s a great place to get connected with
nature and get to know about it. And you get to see some
amazing things.

Marty (aged 13): It’s cool! It’s awesome! It’s wicked!
It’s fun! It’s C.A.W.F.!*

* Our editor, who is acronym-impaired, had to ask
what the letters meant. If you are also confused, please
check Marty’s preceding statements.
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Welty Spring/Summer Events Schedule

For all Welty Center
events, you can call

608-361-1377
or email

 info@weltycenter.org
for information and

registration.

APRIL

Sat. 14 - Recycled Kites
Spring is here, and the winds are
blowing. Come learn basic kite
safety, then make and fly a kite out
of nothing but newspaper and other
green options.
     When: 10am-Noon
     Where: Welty Envir. Center
     Cost: $5 Welty member
               $8 nonmember
     Register by April 11.

Mon. 16 – Sun 22 – Earth Week

Mon 16 - Spring in the Savanna
Enjoy the new growth in the oak
savanna, listen for birds and early
spring frogs, and maybe we’ll be
lucky enough to see the dance of the
woodcock as the sun sets.
     When: 5:30pm
     Where: Beckman Mill Co. Pk.
     Cost: Donation suggested
     Register by April 12
.
Thurs. 19 - Make Your Own
        Worm Compost Bin
You will leave with a new set of
house pets that are quiet, clean, help
out with chores indoors and out, and
would love to eat your garbage.
     When: 6pm-8pm
    Where: Welty Envir. Center
  Age: all, but adults must

accompany children
     Cost: $15 Welty members
              $20 nonmembers, per bin
     Register by Apr. 17

Sat 21 - Cold-Blooded Critters
       with Dan Nedrelo
See advertisement box, page 6.

Sat. 21 - Tree Identification Hike
Learn the parts of a tree, identifying
characteristics of trees, the benefits
trees give us, and the threats trees
face.  Bring binoculars and tree field
guide if you have them.
     When: 9am
     Where: Beloit Lagoon,
                 Riverside Park
     Age: 10 years through adult
     Cost: Donation suggested
     Register by April 18

Sat 21 - Nature Rocks Family
       Nature Club: Spring Beauty
The days are warming, but the trees
do not have their leaves yet - it’s the
perfect time to look for spring
wildflowers! Cosponsored by Rock
Co. Parks Department
     When: 10-11:30am
     Where: Carver Roehl Co. Park
                 North of Clinton, WI
     Age: Toddler to Grandparent
     Cost: $10 per family
     Register by April 16.

Sun 22 - Friends of the Welty
     Environmental Center
     Annual Meeting & Program:
     Birding in the Grasslands
See invitation page 10.

Homeschool groups are
welcome to attend any
program. We can also
design custom
 programming for your
curriculum.

Sat. 14 - Build Your Own
       Rain Barrel Workshop
These 55-gallon barrels help you
collect and store rain for use when
the weather dries up.

 When: 1pm-3pm
 Where: Welty Envir. Center
 Age: 14 years and up
 Cost: $60 per rain barrel
 Register by Apr. 11



April  2012 Page 9

Tues 24 or Sat 28 - Wonders of
Water for Scouts &Homeschool
(Others also very welcome!)
Work on the LOVE and SAVE Water
Awards while we explore all the ways
that water affects life and we’ll look
for it in the park.  Using nets and
viewers we’ll peek into Raccoon
Creek to investigate life in the water.
Craft materials and snack provided.
     When: 4pm-6pm, Tues 24 or
               10am-Noon, Sat. 28 or
               1pm-3pm, Sat. 28
     Where: Welty Envir. Center
      Ages: Grades 2-3
     Cost: $10 per scout
     Register by April 20 or 25

MAY

Thurs 3 - Breathe for Scouts and
       Homeschool
(Others also very welcome!)
Work on your Aware Award as we
investigate what is in our air, why it
is important, and how all of us can
do our part to keep it clean.  We’ll
make something to make home life
more Earth-friendly.  Materials and
a snack provided.
     When: 4pm-6pm
     Where: Welty Envir. Center
     Ages: Grades 6-8
     Cost: $10 per scout
     Register by May 1

Sat 5 – International Bird Day
       Hike and Activities
The sweet days of May are here and
the birds are singing.  But which
bird is which?  Listen and look for
local birds while learning basic
identification clues as we go.  Stay
for some bird activities. Bring
binoculars and field guides if you
have them. In conjunction with
Friends of Rockport Park
     When: 9am-noon
     Where: Rockport Park,
                Janesville
    Cost: Donation suggested
     Register by May 1

Sat 12 - Little Plants on the
       Prairie
Come all ye down to earth, simple
living city and country gals and
gents! Welty is inviting quilters,
collectors, crafters, soap makers,
garden décor folks, bee keepers
and any other lover of nature to
reserve a space for this creative
day.  Stroll among the vendors and
displays of a bygone era.  Taylor
Creek Nurseries will sell heirloom
seeds for your own heritage
garden.
   When: 11am-3pm
   Where: Beckman Mill Co. Pk.
    Cost: $3 person
              $1 children 10 and under
    Reserve space by May 4.

Sat 12 - Between Earth and Sky
       for Scouts and Homeschool
(Others also very welcome!)
Work on your Blue Bucket and
Firefly Awards.  We will use our
senses to explore the natural world
around us, hunting down trees,
flowers, seeds and more.  Sneak a
peek where secret critters roam.
Craft materials and snack provided.
     When: 10am-noon or
                 1pm-3pm
     Where: Welty Envir. Center
     Ages: Grades K-1
     Cost: $10 per scout
     Register by May 10

 Sat 12 - Mother’s Day Eve Hike
       and Picnic
 Enjoy an afternoon in the park with
mom.  We will start the program with
a leisurely hike through the trails and
grounds.  Bring your camera as this
park has many picturesque settings,
including a restored 1868 grist mill
and dam.  After our hike bring out
the picnic basket to serve mom a
stress-free dinner in the fresh air.
Welty Center will provide lemonade
and treats to add to your picnic.
     When: 4pm-6pm
     Where: Beckman Mill Co. Pk.
     Age: Mothers and families
     Cost: Donation suggested

Continued on page 10

Welty Spring/Summer Events Schedule
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Sat 19 - Nature Rocks Family
       Nature Club: Camping 101
   Do you want to go on a family
camping trip this summer, but
don’t know how to build a fire,
what equipment to bring and what
to cook?  Learn about camping
and outdoor survival skills.  Bring
a camera as picturesque Tiffany
Bridge, built in 1869, spans Turtle
Creek here.  Cosponsored by the
Rock County Parks Department.
     When: 10am-11:30am
     Where: Turtle Creek Parkway

near Shopiere, WI
     Age: Toddler to Grandparent
     Cost: $10 per family
     Register: by May 14

JUNE

Fri 1 - Frog Call Hike
It’s warm and love is in the air - at
least for our local frogs and toads!
Come for a leisurely hike along
Raccoon Creek and through the
wetlands as we listen and look.
Bring a flashlight to see their
eyeshine.  Come early with a
picnic and make it a full evening.
     When: 6pm-7:30pm
     Where: Beckman Mill Co. Pk.
     Cost: donation suggested

Sat 16 – Rendezvous with
       Nature and Technology
See details on back page

Welty Spring/Summer Events
Continued from page 9

Fri 29 – Friday Fishing Fun
     When: 9am-3pm
     Where: Welty Envir. Center
     Age: 6-12 years
     Cost: $15 Welty member
               $20 nonmember
     Register: by June 26

You’re Invited ...

Friends of the Welty Environmental Center Annual Meeting

Program - “Birding in the  Grasslands”

Sunday, April 22 � 2 p.m.

Bushel & Peck’s � 328 State St., Beloit

Following a short business meeting which will include election of a Treasurer, Internal

Secretary, External Secretary and 6 Directors-at-large, there will be refreshments and

a program.

The program is a multimedia presentation by Quentin Yoerger. Mr. Yoerger, an experienced

birder and photographer, is a Friends of Welty member from Evansville.

We look forward to seeing you there.
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Welty Wednesdays

Enjoy a summer of fun and nature play!  We’ll start with some
storytelling, then move outside for games and exploration.  We’ll
finish up our morning with a craft and snack that fit with the theme
of the day.
Our themes for this year are:

June 6 - Terrific Turtles
June 13 - My Friend Aldo
June 27 - Frogs: A Double Life
July 11 - Rascally Raccoons
July 18 - Insects: On Wings of Change
July 25 - Creek Stomp
Aug. 1 - Amazing Arachnids
Aug 8 - Camouflage!

Welty Summer Vacation Programs

When: 9am-11am

Where: Welty Envir. Center

Ages: 4-10 years old
        3 & under with adult

Cost: $8 Welty member
         $10 nonmember

Register by Monday before each
program

Week Long Summer Camps

 Themes for this year are:
June 18-22: Young Explorer Week
Do you like to get outside and explore?  This week is all about
celebrating kids just like you who grew up to use those skills in
science and nature.  We’ll learn by following in the footsteps of
John Muir, Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold, Juliette Low and more
as we stomp through Raccoon Creek, look under rocks, use nature
in art, and track animals in the park.  Get ready to get dirty!

August 13-17: Unhuggables Week
Snakes and spiders and skunks - oh my!   We’ll look for these
animals and more in the park while we learn to love them.  Be
ready for a week of exploring, crafts, games and more as we learn
the truth behind the animals no one loves, and get close to a few
too.  It’s going to be a batty week!

When: Mon-Fri 9am-3pm, with
Friday Night Family Night at 6pm

 Where: Welty Environmental Center

 Ages: 6-12 years old
         13 and up may volunteer as
        Junior Naturalists (no fee to
         volunteer)

Cost per week: $75 Welty member
      $100 nonmember
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Summer fun at camp.

Welty Wednesdays 2011 summer fun.
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As winter turns to spring we are looking ahead to our
busy season at the Welty Environmental Center.  As you
do your spring cleaning please keep us in mind as we
are looking for the following items:

- Fishing poles and tackle
- Folks to help repair fishing gear
- Loppers, gloves and other tools to help with

restoration in the oak savanna
- General office and cleaning supplies, including

copy paper (white and color), scotch and masking
tape, staples, file folders, paper towels, green
cleaning supplies, etc

- Vacuum cleaner for the center
- General arts and crafts supplies, including school

glue, scissors, glue sticks, pipe cleaners, etc
- White tee shirts and Rit dye for camp tie-dye
- Terra cotta pots (broken OK) for toad houses
- 2L soda bottles, film canisters, toilet paper tubes,

plastic container and other repurposable
recycleables

- Basic first aid items including band aids, sting
kill, antiseptic cream, cold packs, etc.

- Box of freeze pops for summer programming
- Aquatic nets and other outdoor exploration items

Thank you for your help and support!

Welty Wish List

Birds: 6/2 Location TBD in Winnebago County

6/23 Janesville schools Outdoor Lab in

          Rock County

Trees and Plants:

6/30 Location TBD in Winnebago County

7/7  Magnolia Bluff County Park

Insects:

7/14 Location TBD in Winnebago County

7/21 Location TBD in Rock County

Aquatic Life:

7/28 Welty Environmental Center for

          Winnebago County

8/4 Welty Environmental Center for Rock

        County

Adult Nature Academy

Call Welty for more details 361-1377

All programs run 10am-4pm, are limited to 10

participants, and cost $40 each.  Payment must be

received before the workshop.  There is a $20 rebate

when participants provide proof of 10 hours of

contact with youth on the content of each workshop.

The workshop includes all instruction and supplies

needed to run the activities with youth.

There’s good news and bad news . . .

The good news - We listened to our readers
and made some changes in the first 2012
Warbler. We’ve heard positive comments
from many Welty friends about the new look
and expanded Warbler.

The bad news - We are exceeding the bud-
geted costs for printing our new Warbler.

Would you like to sponsor a couple of
pages of the Warbler?
2 extra pages cost $32. It’s not quite like
being part of the Hearst empire but you will
have the satisfaction of being a valuable part
of the Warbler team.

Please contact
jdknutson@netzero.net

if you are interested.
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Welty Family Passport               _______________

 

 

 

  

______________

________________

________________ ________________ ________________

Little Plants on the Prairie

Saturday, May 12
11 a.m. - 3 p.m..

Beckman Mill County Park

Inviting all quilters to display or sell their beautiful handiwork on an outside clothesline!

Inviting all nature lovers to rent a spot to sell their honey, eggs, crafts, outside decor, birdhouses,

collectibles, art, sewing, plants etc. Reserve soon, spots will go quickly!

A spring event featuring heritage and heirloom seeds for

sale, supplied by Taylor Restoration Nurseries, Brodhead.

Call Kelly Washburn at 608-314-4340 for information.

Rain date: May 19

Use this passport or  get one at any Welty family event.

Attend any five classes or

programs . . . get your card punched

and get the sixth one FREE!!!

1 punch per family per event.
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They’re baaaack.
Yes, migration has begun and it’s a wonderful time

to start being a birder.
If you’ve started watching the eagles on the Rock

River, or have seen the robins return to your backyard,
it’s easy to learn the birds of the area, to attract more
birds to your yard, and to travel to local parks to find
migrating and nesting birds.

FIELD GUIDE AND BINOCS. The tools of a good
birder- in the backyard or the field- are a pair of
binoculars and a good guidebook.  With Peterson’s
Field Guide to the Eastern Birds (available in print or
as an iPhone ap), you can begin to learn how to identify
birds in our area.  A good birder looks at basic
characteristics such as color and size, but also important
differences in shape of the bill or the tail, and
distinguishing marks like the crest of a cardinal.  The
behavior of a bird also helps to identify it; a nuthatch
always travels face down tree trunks, while a phoebe
always twitches its tail feathers.  A field guide will tell
you the field marks to look for, what the bird sounds
like, and where it is commonly seen.  Make your own
almanac by keeping lists- what birds you see, when
they return each year to your backyard or local park.

CHOOSE THE FEED TO CHOOSE YOUR
BIRDS.  One of the best ways to get to see the birds of
the Stateline area is to put a bird feeder in your backyard.
With simple birdseed you’ll get many species such as
sparrows, grackles and chickadees. With sunflower
seeds you’ll get different birds- and more desirable
ones, but you’ll also have to figure out how to outwit
the squirrels that find the sunflower seeds
overwhelmingly delicious.  The squirrels can get in any
feeder- the best strategy is to place your feeder beyond
their jumping range. Even expensive, booby trapped
feeders are no match for the smart squirrels in your
backyard. Buy inexpensive feeders that you can easily
replace. Another type of feeder uses thistle seeds
favored by gold finches and other finch species, and
not at all attractive to pesky squirrels.

The Early Birder
By Steve Fass, retired Beloit doctor and Marion Fass, Beloit College biology professor.  Steve recently saw his
700th North American bird species.  Seeking new birds, he has traveled from Alaska to Florida, and many places
in between.

MAKE YOUR GARDEN BIRD-FRIENDLY.
Garden plants also attract birds to your backyard; red
flowers, and fuchsia plants will bring hummingbirds
while plants with berries will attract birds such as cedar
waxwings.  The old dead tree in the back yard may be
home to woodpeckers, and a brush pile provides hiding
places for ground birds.

WALK WITH FRIENDS: WALK WITH PROS.
Local parks such as Big Hill, the Welty Center and
Nygren Wetlands often have birdwalks on weekends
in migration season.  These are great for the beginning
and experienced birder- it is always good to have other
birders looking and listening together and sharing in
the tasks of identifying field marks.  Don’t hesitate to
ask an experienced birder for help- they are always
eager to share their enthusiasm with a novice. The Ned
Hollister Bird Club in the Stateline area sponsors walks
and evening program for birders and other nature
lovers. For more information about their events,
contact Brad Paulson, 608-879-2647.  Or visit the Sand
Bluff Bird Banding Station (http://www.sandbluff.org/
about/ ) in Colored Sands Forest Preserve, to see birds
up close during spring and fall migration.

Rose-breasted grosbeaks in the editor’s Beloit backyard.
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Please check your membership status on your address label.
Out of date or not a member? Please join today!

Incorrect? Please email dobsond@beloit.edu

Winter at Welty

Collecting the maple sap
 at Big Hill Park.

Volunteers demonstrate how to use a
wood burning stove to boil the maple
sap down to syrup. It takes 40 pints

of sap to make 1 pint of maple syrup.

Beatrice Youd and Christopher
Ludlum show their

shelter-making style.

Join the Friends of the Welty Environmental Center, Inc. today!
Help support environmental education and programming in our region. Friends of Welty members receive issues
of this newsletter and information about programming and events. We have 501(c)(3) tax exempt status and are
solely a private, non-profit educational organization. Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible.

FWEC Board of Directors
Jan Knutson, President
Heidi Andre, Vice President
Tom Evert, Treasurer
Stephanie Dobson, External Secretary
Karen Nienhans, Internal Secretary

At-Large Directors
Dave Dobson
Jan Herbert
Richard Ott
Paul Roemer
Pablo Toral
Susan Wright

Welty Center Director: Lena Verkuilen
Office Manager/Volunteer Coordinator: Kelly

             Washburn
Warbler Newsletter Editors: Gillian Batterman,

       Linda Wendt

Membership Dues for Calendar Year 2012

Senior/Student ($20) �

Individual ($25) �

Family ($40) �

Name ___________________________________Address _________________________________________

City ______________________________   State _________  Zip _______________

Phone ____________________________   Email  _____________________________________

Total (dues & contributions) _____________ Please make checks payable to and mail to:
Friends of the Welty Environmental Center, Inc.,
P.O. Box 131, Beloit, WI 53512

Organizational ($100) �

Lifetime ($1,000) �



Welty Rendezvous with

Nature & Technology

Saturday, June 16 � 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Welty Center & Beckman Mill County Park

Explore creative, imaginative and experimental activities
that combine nature & technology!

GREAT FOOD, GREAT FUN,

GREAT MUSIC

FOR EVERYONE!


