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By Jan Knutson

CHANGE is a GOOD THING
Thanks for a great year! With help
from supporters like you, the Welty
Environmental Center was able to
provide nature education, training
and inspiration for kids, adults,
parents, grandparents, teachers and
many others.  In 2013 we collectively
are responsible for getting more than
six thousand youth and families
outdoors in nature in the Stateline
area!
2013 has been a GREAT year for Welty
programming and we have reason to celebrate…but we also need to
keep in mind our vision for the future.
The Welty Vision: Welty Environmental Center will become regionally
known for providing environmental leadership and educational
experiences for diverse learners. The Welty Center will exemplify
sustainable use of our natural resources.
Together we are creating a powerful movement to reconnect children
and nature while inspiring a vision for a nature-rich future….but you
can’t create the future while clinging to the past.  As we move into a
new year we need to leave 2013 behind … honor the heroes, founders
and current leaders…learn from their stories…but remember this is
history….and move forward!!! Welty needs to be OPEN for CHANGE
because 2014 brings a change of leadership when I complete my six
enlightening and sometimes challenging years as president.  It has been
an honor to serve as President of the Welty Environmental Center.
CHANGE is a good word for 2014…and change requires more than
just hope for change. We must support change, recruit for change,
volunteer for change, and work for change!!!
The start of a calendar year provides an opportunity to look back at the
decisions that shaped our lives during the past year and gives us an
extra push to make adjustments for the next one. Every new January

continued  on page 3

FEBRUARY

Sat. 15  Welty Whimsies: Primitive
        Jar Fixin’s

Fri. 28    Owl Hoot

MARCH

Sat. 1    Dreamcatcher Workshop
Sat. 8    Teen Volunteer Naturalist

       Training
Mon. 10 Maple Sugaring Mania
Tues. 18 Maple Sugaring Mania
Sat. 22  Welty Whimsies: Buttons,

        Beads and Bangles
Sat. 29  Maple Sugar Festival

APRIL

Sat. 5     Scrap Metal Drive
Tues. 8  Master Naturalist Course

        begins
Sat. 12   Between Earth and Sky
Fri. 18   Controlled Burn Talk &

        Demo.
Sat. 19  Welty Whimsies: Garden Up
Tues. 22 Earth Day Evening Hike
Fri. 25   Live Animal Show
Sat. 26   Beloit Earth Day Event
Sun. 27  Annual Meeting, Astronomy

       for Beginners

MAY

Sat. 3     Time to Bloom
Sat. 3    Getting Buggy
Wed. 14 Full Moon Hike
Sat. 17   Leafing Out

JUNE
Mon. 16 – Fri. 20 Summer Camp
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By Lena Verkuilen, Director
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Winter is a time when many,
myself included, enjoy watching the
activity at birdfeeders.  Our home
feeding station is set up far enough
away from the house to make the
birds feel comfortable, but near
enough to be observed from the back
window.  It is also near the bushes
and fence to help shelter the birds.
We feed a simple mix of black oil
sunflower seed and suet to attract a
wide range of our city birds.  Two of
my favorites to watch are the Downy
and Hairy Woodpeckers.  These are
both common birds in our
neighborhood, but digging a little
deeper reveals that they are wonders
of nature.

You know you have a
woodpecker by their typical black
and white plumage, and some wear a
patch of red.  None sing very well,
but they can drum, chirp and bark.
Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers look
nearly identical at first glance, for in
both cases the males have a red patch
on their heads, while the females are
only black and white.  With
experience, however, you can learn
to tell them apart by concentrating on
their size and their calls.  Here is how
you can distinguish and attract them
for closer observation.

The Downy Woodpecker,
Picoides pubescens, is the smaller
and more social of the two.  It is only
about the size of a Bluebird.  You will
hear a quiet pik, or a descending soft
whinny, like a horse.    Downies
mainly eat insects they find in
decaying trees, but you can attract
them to your feeder with suet,
sunflower seeds or corn.  The larger
Hairy Woodpecker, Picoides villosus,
is about the size of a robin and is often
shyer.  Listen for a loud peek! or a

slurred, descending rattle.  The
Hairies too usually find their own
insects, but may come to your
feeder for suet, sunflower seeds or
fruit.  Try putting out those apples
that are beginning to go soft.

Here is where things start to get
weird.  Woodpeckers use their
chisel-like beaks to open up dead
wood to find insects and drill out
roosting and nesting holes.  When
they find a tasty insect they have to
probe with their long, strong, bristly
tongue to extract it.  To make sure
their tongue can do the job it needs
to, a woodpecker has bones
supporting the tongue that
completely circle its skull.  The
Hairy Woodpecker finds one of its
favorite treats, tree sap, by letting
sapsucker woodpeckers injure the
trees, and they simply drink up the
sweet results.  To keep wood
shavings out of their nostrils
Downies and Hairies have bristles
at the base of their strong beaks.
Woodpeckers also have zygodactyl
feet, meaning that two toes face
forward and two face backward.
This adaptation allows the
woodpecker to creep up the side of
a tree trunk, and their stiff tail
feathers keep it propped up as it
drills for food or rests.  In the spring,
if you are lucky enough to have one
nest nearby, watch a Downy
Woodpecker.  It will drill a
horizontal, then a vertical shaft for
nesting in decaying wood.  Their
small nest, nicely excavated, makes
a wonderful home for wrens,
bluebirds and tree swallows, and
the parents often have to drive off
several competitors who want to
squat in their roost.

Now, when you think about all
that drumming and drilling

woodpeckers do, it might give you a
headache!  Luckily woodpeckers are
armed with all sorts of adaptations to
protect them from perpetual
migraines.  The loud drumming you
hear is to establish territory, and softer
sounds indicate woodpeckers
actually looking for food.  During all
this drumming woodpeckers work
smart.  The impact they have is at a
nearly straight angle; this reduces
rotation that usually occurs in brain
injuries.  Secondly, they wear a
helmet.  Woodpeckers have a thick
skull that acts like the foam in a
helmet, and their brain fits more
snuggly inside the skull than many
other animals so it does not slosh
around and impact the skull.  These
amazingly adapted birds also have
strong muscles in the head that
contract to absorb and distribute force
from the drumming away from their
brains.

It is easy to think that plants and
animals we see every day are
ordinary, but when you look deeper
you will see wonder all around.
Think of yourself as a tourist in our
natural world and learn about one of
our locals a little more deeply; you
will never cease to be amazed.
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continued  from page 1

represents a natural opportunity to evaluate the direction of Welty, adjust course if
necessary, adopt new habits, and make healthy changes.

Consider these resolutions for a better you—and a better Welty:

· Serve…volunteering for nature @ Welty can add value to your life.

· Give...charitable giving to Welty can increase happiness and reduce
stress.

· Go outside… simply spending time outside with nature contributes to
increased energy…so make a point this year to find an excuse to be outside
@WELTY.

· Stop and just play...it enriches our lives by exercising mind and body…
so make an extra point to just slow down and play constructively with your friends @ WELTY.

Let’s all resolve to be more open to CHANGE!!

President’s Message

Announcing the14th Annual Membership Meeting of
          the Friends of the Welty Environmental Center

First there will be a short business meeting including election of two
officers and five at-large directors.
 The business meeting will be followed by a “heavenly” program on
astronomical observation for beginners of all ages.  The speaker will be
Mr. Paul Kinzer, author of Stargazing Basics, an interesting and
informative book on astronomy for beginners.  He will have several
telescopes, lots of beautiful views of objects in the sky, and copies of
his book for sale.
 The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, April 27, 2014 at 2:00pm
at the Beloit Historical Society, 845 Hackett Street, Beloit

Call for Board Members of Friends of the
Welty Environmental Center, Inc.

The positions for election are:
    President for three years

                                                    Internal Secretary for three years
                                                    One Director for one year
                                                    Four Directors at two years each

If you are interested in serving in any of these positions, or if you have
someone in mind to nominate, please contact the chair of the
Nominating Committee, Stephanie Dobson, at 608-364-1023 or
dobsond@beloit.edu.

Are you looking for the

perfect place to hold a

birthday party?

Call us at 361-1377

for more information.

Have your next children’s

party at the Welty Center.  We

take care of the activity and

meeting room. You bring the

cake.
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Volunteer Corner
By Kelly Washburn, Volunteer Coordinator and Office Manager

The holidays are behind us and my thoughts turn to the upcoming March
maple sugar season!  Don’t you love it when science comes along and confirms
something you have always known to be true?  Take for instance time spent
outside.  We know it feels fantastic, but why? According to a study by the
University of Kansas researchers, the more time you spend in the great outdoors,
the better your creative juices flow.  It’s when you have an extended period of
time surrounded by that softly fascinating environment that you start seeing
all kinds of positive effects in how your mind works.  Nature is a place where
our minds can rest, relax, and let down those threat responses.  Therefore, we
have resources left over—to be creative, to be imaginative, to problem solve—
—that allow us to be better, happier people who engage in a more productive
way with others.     I think we have profound power when we lend an ear, a
hand, or volunteer our time because it reminds the recipient that people are
good.  People do care. That’s what gives life meaning.
Please consider these words and take a few hours from your busy schedule to spend some time outside volunteering
at Big Hill Park helping the Welty Center teach kids the entire process of maple sugaring this year!  Two volunteers
are needed in the morning and two in the afternoon for a couple of hours— Monday through Friday.  NO experience
necessary!  We provide excellent training!
Volunteers are also needed to help with the Maple Sugar Festival on March 29th. Change things up! Get creative
with volunteering, food and with “life”!  Many thanks to all the volunteers who so faithfully volunteer for this
program year after year!

Kelly’s All Purpose Cleaner

Kelly writes: Even though I have never been a fan of
cleaning, I have to admit that it’s become more
enjoyable since I learned to make my own cleaning
products.  I can clean with a cleaner conscience because
I know I am not adding toxic chemicals to the world
and wasting packaging.  I’ll show you how:

3 cup warm water
1 tsp. castile soap
3 tsp. white distilled vinegar
1 tsp. borax
4 drops tea oil (opt.)
Pour into an empty spray bottle and add ingredients.
Cap the bottle and gently shake.  Wipe with a sponge
or rag.

If interested, contact me by phone or email!
PHONE: 608-314-4340

Email:  volunteer @weltycenter.org
Wishing you Snowflakes, Friendship

and Winter Cheer!
Kelly

� Feb. 15 Primitive Jar Fixin’s

� March 22 Buttons, Beads and Bangles

� April 19 Pallet Vertigo Garden

Who says adults can’t have fun?

Classes are held  from 1 - 4 p.m.
February and March class will be held at
Rotary Center on Riverside Drive, Beloit

April class will be held
in the cabin at Big Hill Park, Beloit

Cost - $3500

Register by calling 608-314-4340
or email volunteer@weltycenter.org

Reserve your spot soon . . .  classes fill up fast!

Spring Welty Whimsies:
Rustic Art in a Scenic Setting
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#
PARTICIPANTS

     3,123
47

     111
     469

     1,324
       60
   197

     638*
      655

ACTIVITY

School Groups
Homeschool Groups
Scout Groups
Public Programs
Library Summer Reading Programs
Nature Birthday Parties
Presentations
Festivals & Special Events*
Expos & Other Events

TOTAL

    98
     2
    11
    42
    22
      3
    12
      8
      8

 206

  2,730
       33
       74
     202
     941
       28
     102
  Many
     328

#
CHILDREN

#
ADULTS

Welty Enjoys Another Successful Year

#
PRESENTATIONS

    393
      14
      37
    267
    383
      32
       95
  Many
     327

4,438 1,548 6,624*

Numbers of Participants in 2013

* No final count because it is not possible to get an accurate count at big events like the Maple Sugar Festival
and Fall Family Harvest Festival.

01/24/13  DuPont (Genencor)                               $1,950
Maple sugar, Fall Fest, school, summer

03/22/13  The Allstate Foundation                       $1,000
Agent John Carroll

03/13       JET Grant, from VISIT BELOIT         $2,500
advertising Maple Sugar Fest

 04/17/13   Kiwanis Club of Beloit                           $200
Summer camp

04/09/13   Rotary Club of Beloit                              $250
Gills & Thrills Fishing event

04/29/13  The Shopko Foundation                           $250
Welty Whimsies

04/13       Walmart-gift card                                      $50
Welty Whimsies

04/13       The Rock Bar & Grill                           $225
Live Animal Program:Northern Illinois Raptors

07/01/13  Hendricks Family Foundation              $750
Frog Jumpin’ Jamboree

06/13       Stateline Community Foundation     $2,000
2014 Pre-school Adventure programs

12/13       Alliant Energy                                      $500
2014 Outreach School programs

12/13       EcoLab                                              $3,500
2014 Outreach School programs

The Welty Environmental Center would like to thank the institutions listed below for their generous contributions
which assisted in the following areas:

Lena writes: This past year has been wonderful, and we are looking forward to new opportunities in 2014.  The
Welty Environmental Center is busy working with generous grants from the Stateline Community Foundation to
do outreach programming to local preschools to foster a young person’s natural love of the natural world, and
from EcoLab and Alliant Energy to take our programs to underserved elementary schools in the area.  When
budgets are tight and buses expensive, these grants give the Welty Environmental Center the chance to bring
nature to the schools.

Generous Sponsors Aid In Welty Programs
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Spotlight on Members
The Washburn/Key Family

Our combined family has had the privilege of being a
part of the Welty Environmental Center through
volunteering for over 5 years now.  Our family consists
of Jason Washburn  and his daughters Shelby (18) and
Kayla (17), and Brieanna Key and her children Mikayla
(14), Makenzie (11), and Dylan (7). The children enjoy
the volunteering too!  They say it makes them feel good
to see the families together at the events and see everyone
so happy and having a good time while helping out a
worthy cause.  Jason is also part of the Welty
Environmental Center as a board member.
 We were introduced to Welty through Jason’s mother,
Kelly Washburn who is the Volunteer Coordinator for
the Center.  Her passion and creativity for the Center
sparked our interest and we have been volunteering for
different events offered through Welty ever since.
    The most recent volunteer event our family was a part
of was the Fall Festival.  The kids helped out at various
stations, such as pumpkin carving and dried flower
arrangements while we adults collected tickets, served
food, and passed out pie slices and ice cream to many
excited patrons for a small donation.  We enjoy
volunteering at these events because we know it is
helping the Welty Environmental Center to keep
reaching out to the public, making everyone aware of

By Brieanna Keys

From left:  Mikayla, Makenzie, Brieanna, Dylan, Jason, Kayla,
and Shelby.

how important it is to take care of our planet and
resources.
The Welty Center is very lucky to have Kelly Washburn
as part of their staff, but also as a person who addition-
ally volunteers many extra hours to Welty.  She has con-
tributed so much to the Center and has organized many
events to assist in money-raising efforts.  Her creativity
and hard work help to keep the Welty Center alive.  Many
thanks go to Kelly for helping to get our family more
involved with a worthy cause!

Note from Lena:

Public programming for adults went up
in 2013 thanks to Kelly Washburn’s Welty
Whimsies classes.  These creative pro-
grams demonstrated how to take natural
materials or items bound for the trash, and
turn them into beautiful creations.  There
were 130 people, 9 of them children, who
took part in these classes in 2013.

Look for more in 2014!
Kelly demonstrating how to use natural ingredients to make

soap at home during a winter Welty Whimsies.
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Congratulations to Welty Environmental Center
Director Lena Verkuilen, who recently became trained to
present Master Naturalist classes! Lena and Dan Bartlett,
Curator of Exhibits and Education at the Logan Museum
of Anthropology, Beloit College, will offer the certification
course this spring, with regular evening classes and two
field trips.

Lena writes,”It is very much like a Master Gardener
Volunteer course, though our course covers plants,
animals, geology, and the like.”

The program costs $250 and participants register
online directly with the lead certifying organization,
UW-extension at www.wimasternaturalist,org
Scholarship funds are available.

Participants will need to complete the 40 hour training
course, a capstone project, and over a year they need to
put in 40 hours of volunteer work to achieve their Master
Naturalist Volunteer status. Every year after that Master
Naturalist Volunteers will need to put in their 40 hours of
volunteer work and take 8 hours of additional training.

Master Naturalist classes slated to start this spring

Course dates will be:
Tuesday and Thursday evening 6-8:30 pm from
April 8-May 15
Saturday field trips all day on April 19 and May 10

Watch the Welty Environmental Center website for
further details: http://weltycenter.org/ or contact Lena:
info@ weltycenter.org

� Window air conditioners � Working user-friendly fishing poles
�  Tackle for fishing programs � Basic first aid items (bandaids, wipes, cold packs)
� Office supplies (colored copy paper, pens, etc.) � Hot glue guns and glue
�  Plywood at least 36x36 � Beads and buttons
� Interior & exterior water based paint � Paper cutter
� Turtle food
� General craft supplies including washable markers, construction paper, permanent markers, school glue,
glue sticks, glue dots, child-sized scissors, pencil boxes
For Welty Whimsies:
� Seeds, plants, landscape fabric, wooden pallets in good shape

We’re havin’ a heat wave, a tropical heat wave.
Well, okay, actually we’re fantasizing and planning ahead . . .

As you are aware, the Welty Center is a wonderful non-profit agency teaching all types
of environmental education. Sometimes Lena and I need a little extra hand obtaining

supplies and making the Welty Center a comfortable learning environment. Unfortunately, our two window
air conditioners have seen better days and are no longer cost efficient. Two upgraded models would be greatly
appreciated. Give me a call for sizes and possibilities if you are able to donate one. Thanks! Kelly.

Welty Wish List
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Welty Spring Events
For all Welty Center events,
you can call 608-361-1377

or email
 info@weltycenter.org for

information and
registration.

FEBRUARY

Sat. 15 – Welty Whimsies:
   Primitive Jar Fixin’s

When:  1:00pm-4:00pm
Where: Rotary Center, Riverside Dr.
See boxed ad on page 4 for details

Fri. 28 - Owl Hoot
Owls are nesting in late winter, so
it’s a great time to catch them out and
about.  Common species include
Great Horned, Barred, and Screech
Owls, but depending on the weather
more may be visiting. We will start
with checking out cool owl
adaptations and dissecting owl
pellets before going out to call owls.
When: 6:00pm
Where: Big Hill Park, Beloit
Age: Designed for scouts, but all
welcome
Cost: $7 per person
Register by Wed. 26

Homeschool groups are
welcome to attend any
program. We can also

design programming for
your

curriculum.

MARCH

Sat. 1 - Dreamcatcher Workshop
Several Native American traditions
include the lore and use of
dreamcatchers.  Learn how different
indigenous cultures viewed these
objects as you make your own.  All
materials provided.
 When: 1:00pm-3:00pm
Where: Welty Envir. Center
Age: All welcome, but children may
need adult help
Cost: $7 per person
Register by Wed. 26

Sat. 8 - Teen Volunteer Naturalist
 Training

Do you love being outside and
working with kids?  Are you looking
for a place to grow your talents?  The
Welty Environmental Center needs
you!  You may need to complete a
certain amount of service hours for
graduation, so why not enjoy the
experience?  Get the basics of
working outdoors and with children,
and have a say in this summer’s
programming.  All activities will be
hands on and outdoors as much as
possible.  Bring a friend if you like.
When: 10:00am-2:00pm
Where: Welty Envir. Center
Age: 13 - 17 years
Cost: Free
Register by Wed. 5

Mon. 10  - Maple Sugaring
     Mania

Tues. 18  - Maple Sugaring
     Mania

Enjoy an afternoon in the sugar grove
learning about how maple syrup is
made – from the tree to the table.
This hands-on session will look at the
biology of maple trees, the history of
maple sugaring, and the science and
art of cooking sap into syrup.
When: 4:00pm-6:00pm
Where: Big Hill Park, Beloit
Age: Perfect for scouts, homeschool
associations, other youth groups, or
adult groups.
Cost: $5 per person
Register by Fri. 7 or Fri. 14

Sat. 22 – Welty Whimsies: Buttons,
   Beads and Bangles

When:  1:00pm-4:00pm
Where: Rotary Center, Riverside Dr.

Sat. 29 - Annual Maple Sugar
   Festival

When:   9:00am-12:00 Noon
Where:  Big Hill Park, Beloit
See page 11 for details

APRIL

Sat. 5 - Scrap Metal Drive
 Bring all the old metal items you
find while spring cleaning.
Volunteers will unload your vehicle
and recycle your metal.  Accepted
items include wire, fencing, grills,
bicycles, barrels, appliances, etc.  No
electronic items or items with Freon.
 When: 9:00am-1:00pm
Where: Beckman Mill Co. Park

Tues. 8 – Master Naturalist
    Course begins

See page 7 for details

Barred owl
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Continued on page 10

Sat. 12 - Between Earth and Sky
 We will use our senses to explore
the natural world around us.  We’ll
hunt down trees, flowers, seeds and
more.  Sneak a peek where secret
critters roam, and perhaps help us
bring back some natural treasures.
Call the center for badge requirement
information.
When: 1:00pm-3:00pm
Where:  Welty Envir. Center
Age: designed for scouts aged K-2nd
grades (Daisies) but all young
explorers welcome
Cost: $5 per child
Register by Tues. 8

Fri. 18 - Prairie Phoenix:
  Controlled Burn Talk
   and Demonstration

 Native prairie plants need fire to
control weeds and woody growth,
and help some seeds germinate.
Hear about why prairies need fire,
how people manage those fires in a
safe manner and check out the
equipment used.  After the talk,
weather permitting, we will burn
portions of oak savanna and prairie
restoration.  If the weather is
unsuitable, an alternative burn date
is Sat. 19.
When: 11:00am
Where:  Beckman Mill Co. Park
Call Welty at (608) 361-1377 or
Rock County Parks at (608) 757-
5473 for information.

Sat. 19 – Welty Whimsies:
   Garden Up!

When:  1:00pm-4:00pm
Where: Big Hill Park cabin, Beloit

Tues. 22 - Earth Day Evening
       Hike

 There should be early wildflowers
blooming, migrating birds
returning, and tree frogs beginning
to sing.  David Sobel said, “If we
want our children to flourish, to
become truly empowered, then let
us allow them to love the Earth
before we ask them to save it.”
Renew your love for the Earth after
the long winter!  Feel free to bring
a picnic supper.
 When: 5:30pm
Where: Big Hill Park, Beloit
Age: All
Cost: Donation
Please register!

Fri. 25 – A Knight of Welty on the
   Wild Side

When: 6:00pm
Where: Beloit Memorial High
School
See ad on the back page for details.

Sun. 27 - Friends of the Welty
Environmental Center, Inc.:
Annual Meeting and
Presentation: Astronomy for
Beginners
When: 2:00pm
Where: Beloit Historical Society,
845 Hackett Street, Beloit
All welcome.
See announcement on page 3 for
further details

Sat. 26 - Beloit Community Earth
 Day Event: A Kaleidoscope
  of Nature

Enjoy a day by the river and learn
about what groups in the Beloit area
are doing to reduce, reuse, recycle,
conserve and preserve our local
natural resources.  Bring the whole
family to this FREE event along the
bike path on the Rock River.
Where: Riverside Park, Beloit

MAY

Sat. 3 - Time to Bloom
Spring has sprung and the flowers are
blooming.  Find out why some
flowers only bloom in the early
spring, then disappear for the rest of
the year.  We may even find some rare
flowers as we work on the Flowers
Naturalist badge.
When: 10:00am-Noon
Where: Big Hill Park, Beloit
Age: Designed for scouts grades 4-5,
but all welcome.
Cost: $5 per child
Register by Thurs. 1

Sat. 3  - Getting Buggy
 Work to earn your Bugs Naturalist
badge as we learn the amazing truth
about bugs of all kinds.  We’ll look
for creepy crawlers with nets,
BugZookas and magnifying glasses
as we get down to their level.  Search
under logs, in the sky and even
underwater to find these critters that
outnumber people on the planet.
When: 1:00pm-3:00pm
Where: Big Hill Park, Beloit
Age: Designed for scouts grades 2-4,
but all welcome.
Cost: $5 per child
Register by Thurs. 1

Welty Spring Events
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Continued from page 9

Welty Spring Events

Welty Summer Day Camps

Details for Each Week of Camp
Ages: 6-12 years; ages 13 & up volunteer as Junior Naturalists (no fee to volunteer)
Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-3pm
Friday Night: Family Night at 6pm, followed by optional family overnight Camp-out. Family brings camping

gear.
Cost : $75 for Welty Envir. Center members; $100 for non-members Additional fee for camp-out event.
Limit: 15 campers each week so register early!

June 16 - 20 - Explore with Lewis and Clark Week
Live like an early explorer this week and be prepared to get wet in Raccoon Creek.
Just like Lewis and Clark we’ll make journals to document our findings, learn skills
to keep us alive in the wilderness, and find out about the Native cultures in our area.

Aug. 11 - 15 -  Living the Wild Life Week
Did you know we have frogs here that can freeze solid over winter, then thaw out in the spring
and hop away? Our world is full of amazing plants & animals and we’ll find out all we can this
week about our weird, wild, wacky neighbors.

Call 608-361-1377 or email info@weltycenter.org

for more information and registration materials.

Wed. 14 - Full Moon Hike
 Meet at the Hwy 251 and Rockton
Road parking lot for a leisurely hike
or bike on a lovely spring evening.
This is a rails-to-trails trail with a
crushed limestone surface, so the
grade is even and easy.  Listen for
the tree frogs to call as evening
approaches.  Moonrise is set for a
little after 8pm tonight, so cross your
fingers for clear skies.
When: 6:30pm
Where: Stonebridge Trail, Roscoe
Cost: Donation
Please register!

Sat. 17 - Leafing Out: A Tree
   Adventure

How can you tell a deciduous from
a coniferous tree?  How many
different types of oak trees grow in
the area?  Find out this and more as
you explore the forest.  Practice
everything from tree identification
to eating a tree.
 When: 1:00pm-3:00pm
Where: Big Hill Park, Beloit
Age: Designed for Cadette scouts
(middle school grades), but all
welcome
Cost: $5 per child
Register by Mon. 5

Sat. 17 - Finding Your Way: An
    Orienteering Adventure

 If you get lost, can you find your way
home again?  Did the phone AND the
GPS batteries die? Learn some low
tech solutions to a scary problem.  We
will learn about using a compass and
natural cues to find your way.  After
some practice try your hand at
creating and following a challenge
course.
When: 10:00am-Noon
Where: Big Hill Park, Beloit
Age: 3rd grade up, but all welcome –
children accompanied by an adult
Cost: $5 per person
Register by Mon. 5

SUMMER EVENTS
Check the website http://weltycenter.org/  or call for details (608)361-1377

Throughout the summer:
Welty Wednesdays for younger kids

Friday Fun for older kids

�    �    �    �    �
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Winter Stargazing

The winter months offer fine stargazing to those willing
to brave the cold.  On a clear night in winter, the
atmosphere is calmer than it is in the summer, allowing
the starlight to reach us with a minimum of atmospheric
scintillation, or twinkling.
During this time of year, the constellation of Orion, the
Hunter, is easy to find in the southern sky in the evening.
It is a large constellation, made up of bright stars, and
Orion’s Belt is a straight line of three stars that are
unmistakable.  Above the belt and to the left, we find
Betelgeuse, the shoulder of Orion, a red supergiant star
640 lightyears from Earth.  It’s good for us that it is at
a safe distance, because Betelgeuse is the closest star
to Earth that might become a supernova in the near
future—within the next million years or so!  Down and
to the right is the blue supergiant, Rigel, which is 800
lightyears from Earth.  Below Orion’s belt is the Great
Nebula of Orion, visible to the naked eye as a smudge
of light, scattered with small stars.  The nebula is more
than 1,500 lightyears from Earth—much farther from
us than Betelgeuse and Rigel!  With binoculars or a
small telescope, you can see the nebula and the bright
blue stars which are newborns in this stellar nursery, a
cloud of hydrogen, helium, and dust that contains dense
knots of gas that collapse to form new stars.
The distant stars aren’t the only objects to enjoy this
winter. The gas giant planet Jupiter is very bright and
can be found low in the east at twilight, rising higher
as the evening goes on to pass nearly overhead at
midnight, and set in the west at dawn.  If you’re out
and about just before dawn, you’ll find a trio of bright
objects in the southern sky. The highest, bright reddish
object is Mars. To the left of Mars is the star Spica, 260
lightyears from Earth. Spica is actually a binary star

By Britt Scharringhausen, associate professor of physics and astronomy, Beloit College

system made up of a blue giant and blue dwarf star,
orbiting around one another so close that they are almost
touching. Through the most powerful telescopes, they
appear as a single point of light. Downward and to the
left of Spica, Saturn is also visible in the southeast at
dawn.
The objects described in this article should be visible
even in a light-polluted area, but of course the best
viewing conditions are to be had in the country, away
from city lights!

The Constellation of Orion

Maple Sugar Fest
Saturday, March 29

9 a.m. - Noon � Big Hill Park, Beloit
Has it been a long winter inside? Pack up the whole family and head for the sugar bush! Your free admis-

sion to the festival includes tours of the sugar bush, horse drawn wagon rides, watching the trees being

tapped and sap cooked into syrup and fun games for the kids. For a fee you can enjoy a fresh cooked

brunch served with real maple syrup. Spend a morning taking part in a tradition as old as the woods!
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Highlights from the fall programming

#
PARTICIPANTS

     859
36

     54
 176

    257

ACTIVITY

School Field Trips
Scout Programs
Public Programs
Festivals & Special Events
Expos & Other Events

TOTAL

   33
  5

   7
   2

8

55

  713
23

    20
  59
75

#
CHILDREN

#
ADULTS

Participation in Welty Center Activities

#
PRESENTATIONS

    146
13

  34
  117

    182

890 492 1,382

September - December 2013

By Lena Verkuilen, Director

School field trips included all the 2nd graders in the School
District of Beloit who got a hands-on lesson in ecology as com-
munity at Big Hill Park, and several got to experience tree
frogs up close and very personal.  We hosted several separate
schools that came out to experience nature in fall, one group
of which was the Wisconsin School for the Blind and Visually
Impaired.  One of the young men in this group was a very
accomplished birder by ear.  He heard a single Cedar Wax-
wing over a blustery wind!

Scout groups that came out this fall experienced everything
from getting ready for winter sports - I hope they are taking
advantage of this wonderful snow cover - to reading the

weather, to tree identification.  All of our scout
programs are open to all interested parties, and we
even had some curious adults take part this fall.

Public programs were varied as well.  Kelly
Washburn, Volunteer Coordinator and superb
crafter, showed people how to take ugly candle
stubs bound for the trash and turn them into
beautiful looking and smelling spiced creations.
We toured the geology of Carver Roehl County
Park and found some great fossils on a stormy
Saturday morning, and on several occasions, enjoyed the night and the beauty she has to offer.

Second grade ecology hike in Big Hill Park.

Weather Watcher Scout Program - making observations on cloud
formations, temperature, wind readings and different natural world

cues about weather
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Festivals and other events included many different
opportunities to teach about nature in new ways.  Our very
own Fall Family Harvest Festival gave us the chance to
take advantage of new binoculars donated over the summer
to watch the migrating waterfowl on Raccoon Creek.

On Heritage Sunday we highlighted the Andre insect
collection to draw in visitors to tour the center and see the
myriad of form and function of our local arthropods.

Members and volunteers chat at their
Welty Appreciation Picnic.

Hoo Haven, our neighbor to the South in Durand, invited
the Welty Environmental Center to set up a table at their
open house.  If you find an orphaned or injured wild animal
these are the people to contact.  We even got a chance to
help two nature-loving children celebrate their birthdays at
the center by catching crayfish in the creek and going on a
scavenger hunt.

Lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) from the
Andre insect collection.

If your child or grandchild’s class is looking for an opportunity
like this please point them our way and we can help them
connect their students with nature.

September - 261 participants: 80 children, 181 adults

October - 862 participants: 701 children, 161 adults

November - 174 participants: 75 children, 99 adults

December - 85 participants: 34 children, 51 adults

Fall total: 1,382 participants
Kris Grutzner with “Second Time Around” Welty Gift

Baskets she and Kelly Washburn put together and
sold at Holidazzle in Beloit.

Executive Committee
Jan Knutson, President
Dave Dobson, Vice President
Dick Newsome, Treasurer
Stephanie Dobson, External Secretary
Susan Wright, Internal Secretary

At-Large Directors
Heidi Andre
Edward Chady
Tom Evert
Sheryl Miller
Charles Mortensen
Pablo Toral
Jason Washburn

Welty Environmental Center Staff
and Friends of Welty Center Board Members

Welty Center Director: Lena Verkuilen
Office Manager/Volunteer Coordinator:

Kelly Washburn
Warbler Newsletter Editors:

Gillian Batterman,
 Linda Wendt

�    �    �    �    �
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2013 Donors and Members
Donations were made
in Memory of:

John Anderson
Joyce Ott Burkhalter
David Collins
Fred Mathews
Peggy Page
Mike Powers
Betty Rockwell
Hank Schreve

Donations were made
in Honor of:

The Ned Hollister Bird Club
Robert Kuranz
Daniel & Lydia Norman

Donors of $1,000 or more

Catherine & Homer Anderson
David & Stephanie Dobson
Neil McLaughlin

Donors of $250 - $999

Gill & Mark Batterman
Neil & Kay Deupree
Ivan Eckholm
Tom Evert & Bette Lang
Steven & Marion Fass
Nancy Johnson &
   Jim VanDeBogart
Jan & Dave Knutson
Chuck & Helen Mortensen
Dick & Shirley Newsome
Jane Noble
Ken & Lois O’Tool
Lloyd Page
Gary & Teresa Sommers
Martin & Nancy Stabb

Donors of $100 - $249

Norm & Carol Aulabaugh
Charles & Joy Boardman
Lisa & Erik Chamberlain
Annie Collins
Marilyn & Gary Cook
Gerald Druckrey &
   Patricia Harper
Bill & Missy Henderson
Roger Dutcher
Silvia Welty Geer
Helen Gjessing
Peter & Nancy Halverson
Robert Hunter
Penny & Tom Kennedy
Mary McCartney
Dick & Joan Niemiec
Will Pollock
Loni Powers
Mary Claire Prendergast
Elsa Rockwell
Jim Rougvie &
   Brenda Plakans
Daniel Sandwick
Ray & Joan Schultz
John & Marianne Stanton
Donald Summers
Russell & Mary Van Zandt
Henry Woodard

Donors of under $100

Den & Judy Adler
John & Joanne Anderson
Heidi & Richard Andre
Larry & Karen Arft
Amy & Michael Ash
R. Alan & Jessica S. Bates
Buzz & Fran Beckman
David Bendlin
Chuck Benedict
Al Bennett & Nancy Hansen-
     Bennett
Bruce Berg

Roy Bossingham & Carol
Wickersham

Sharon Bowman
Sheila Welty Bruns
Bobbi R. Buchko
John & Karen Butchart
Cleveland Carr
Angela Clark
James & Karel Cripe
Shirley J. DiFrancesco
Jim & Sheri Disrud
Suanna L. & Richard W. Douglas
David & Jodie Dvorak & Family
Lynn E. Eichman
Michael & Deborah Fallon
Lee & Marilyn Fassett
Victor Ferrall & Linda Smith
Frank J. Fiorina
Mary F. Frederick
Tom & Nancy Garrett
Wayne & Lois Gilmore
Ken & Sandy Gold
Jerry & Nancy Gustafson
Delores Hahn
Janet & Roy E. Hahn
Prudence Harker
Phyllis Harris
Gary R. & Darcy L. Hess
John J. Hilburger
Marline & Tom Holmes
Lois Hough
Bill Ingersoll
Jacqueline Dougan Jackson
Catherine D. Karlshoej
Thomas & Rosemary Kautz
Ana Kelly & Rick McGrath
Leslie L Kimes & Kevin J Moore
Paul & Kathleen Klespis-Wick
Tom & Theresa Klubertanz
Craig Knutson
Timothy Krause & Elizabeth
     Babler
Thomas & Peggy Lang
Jeannine Langoussis
Cynthia K. Laube



February 2014 Page 15

Please check your membership status on your address label.
Out of date or not a member? Please join today!

Incorrect? Please email dobsond@beloit.edu

Please renew your membership to
the Friends of the Welty Environmental Center, Inc.!

Help support environmental education and programming in our region. Friends of Welty members receive issues
of this newsletter and information about programming and events. We have 501(c)(3) tax exempt status and are
solely a private, non-profit educational organization. Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible.

Membership Dues for Calendar Year 2014

Senior/Student ($20) �

Individual ($25) �

Family ($40) �

Name ___________________________________Address _________________________________________

City ______________________________   State _________  Zip _______________

Phone ____________________________   Email  _____________________________________

Total (dues & contributions) _____________ Please make checks payable to and mail to:
Friends of the Welty Environmental Center, Inc.,
P.O. Box 131, Beloit, WI 53512

Organizational ($100) �

Lifetime ($1,000) �

I prefer to receive my Warbler by � U.S. mail  �  Internet (email reminder)
Please send me email information about upcoming events    � Yes �  No

Bea Lengjak
Lois H. Lenz
Darin & Melinda Ludlum
Deborah Sapp Lynch
Tamara L. & Jack W. Maegli
Carol Mankiewicz & Carl V.
     Mendelson
Janelle Marotz
David & Gloria Mason
Gloria Mathews & Dave Burwell
Jerry & Phyllis Mathews
Constance Matusiak
Jean A. McCartney
John McDonnell & Judy

Christensen
Philip A. & Victoria E. Melzer
Maribeth Miller & Family
Jeff Moore

2013 Donors and Members
Christine N. Nelson & Fred

Burwell
Susan & Gordon Nelson
Richard & Mary Norman
Darsha Olsen & John Norman
Richard K. Ott & Jean Vining
Fran & Jacquelyn Patch
Lisa Peterson
Steve & Dorothy Paynter

Pollock
Rebecca & Scott Robinson &
     Family
Judith Robson
Mae Sanford
John Schiro
Stephen Schmaeng
Bob Schmitz & Mary Ryan
Carol Schreve
Mark & Gloria Senz

John S. Sorce
Joseph J. & Dawn R. Stadelman
Pete & Sue Stasukevich
Jane & Egil Svennevig
Dwight Swacina
Edna M. Thorp
Kaaren Torkelson
Katie & Andy Udell
Dawn Vest
Paula Vestin
Shirley von Allmen
Stephen & Mary Wadle & Family
William L. Walz
Anna Marie & Thomas Warren
Jason Washburn
Kurtis & Elaine Yankee
Norm & Joyce Yarger
Daniel Youd & Tamara Ketabgian
Robert Zeek Jr.



Teen Volunteer Naturalist

Training
Saturday, March 8 � 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Welty Environmental Center
Are you between the ages of 13 & 17 years, love being outside and
working with kids, and looking for a place to grow your talents?
Welty Environmental Center needs you! You may need to complete
a certain number of service hours for graduation, so why not enjoy
the experience? Come to this training to get the basics of working
outdoors and with children and have a say in this summer’s pro-
gramming. All activities will be hands on & outdoors as much as
possible. All participants will need to bring a sack lunch but snacks

are provided.

Call 361-1377 or email
info@weltycenter.org by March 5

A Knight of Welty

on the Wild Side
Welty Environmental Center &

Beloit Memorial High School

Environmental  Club

Friday, April 25 � 6 p.m.
Beloit Memorial High School

What critters are lurking in the yards, parks and wild

lands near your house? The Racine Zoo will be bring-

ing several live animals to see and learn about.

Two major focuses of this program will be how all liv-

ing things need water and Great Lakes conservation.

Students will learn how they can help conserve and

protect Lake Michigan and our own Rock River for the

animals who live here. Students will explore various

animal adaptations and conservation issues.

This program is filled with live

animals and animal artifacts.

Cost $6 or 4 tickets for $20


