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A busy SUMMER AT WELTY by Aaron Wilson 

Summer was full adventures for everyone. Welty provided pro-
gramming for more than 2,000 people in June, July and August. 
We partnered with the City of Beloit to bring ten weeks of Big 
Hill Adventure Camp to the area, including a return of Beloit 
Summer Camp Olympics that brought the YMCA, Boys and 
Girls Club, and Growing Tree together for a full day of fun in 
July. Camp offerings were also expanded to the Nature at the 
Confluence that included fishing, plant identification, water sci-
ence, geology, and invertebrate hunting. Community Action 
held overnight experiences for their PREP Program, 
Youth2Youth held a volunteer team building at the center, and 

we took programming to half a dozen community libraries. Welty took programming to 
Todd Elementary School’s summer Timber Wolf Time and had them out for a wormy field 
trip. Welty also partnered with the Stateline Boys and Girls Club with the help of a grant 
from the Alliant Energy Foundation to bring their summer campers programming twice a 
week.  
 
As the season changes to Fall and Winter, Welty is already working with the School Dis-
trict of Beloit in after school programs at Todd Elementary and Fruzen and McNeel Inter-
mediate schools. We are working to bring all School District of Beloit second grades out in 
October and fourth graders in November for field trips, and we have partnerships both 
Even Start and Head Start to bring their classes out to Big Hill Park. We also have a few 
adventure opportunities for everyone in the works: No School Fridays, Full Moon Hikes, 
BirdHouse Decorating, Micounverses, and more. Make sure to check our website and Fa-
cebook frequently for details. 

 

Welty’s Mission 

To provide leadership in 

environmental and eco-

logical education to stu-

dents, teachers, and 

individuals of all ages, 

so that residents of this 

region can make in-

formed decisions lead-

ing to respect for and 

the enjoyment, preser-

vation, and sustainable 

use of our natural re-

sources. 
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Celebrating our 20th anniversary 

Friday, Oct 18 was our Farm-to-Table Harvest 

dinner to celebrate 20 years of Welty, and every-

one who has helped us reach that milestone.  

Bushel&Pecks catered the event (roast pork, 

poached salmon, or herbed farro and root vege-

tables and craft sauerkraut). We had a silent auc-

tion before dinner, and Brad Paulson, and Susan 

and Denny Wright discussed sustainable farming 

after. On Saturday, participants could go on a 

prairie walk at Big Hill and take a tour of the Col-

lege’s new Powerhouse remodel. All in all, we 

raised $4000 for Welty, and had a great time. 

    

Goodbye to Mr. Andy! 

All good things must come to an 

end, and so we say good-bye to 

Andy Tuszynski, who has served as 

Welty’s Environmental Educator for 

the last 2 1/4 years.  We will miss 

his energy, good humor, and won-

derful programs and games that 

have delighted Welty visitors at field 

trips and camps at Big Hill Center.  

We wish him the best of luck in his 

new adventures! 



SCENES from Summer 

This summer over 3300 people 

participated in Welty program-

ming, 69% of them children.  

Here is a look at what was go-

ing on:  
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Prairie restoration Progress  

by Kevin Kawula, Rock County Conservationists 

Welty volunteers continued Prairie and 

Oak Savanna restoration activities dur-

ing every month of 2019. Restoration 

activities included invasive species and 

adventitious brush clearing, native spe-

cies seed spreading, weeding and sur-

vey walks, and working with brush 

clearing goats. Among the surveying 

finds were Rattlesnake Plantain, Lady’s 

Tresses, and possibly Twayblade Or-

chids, the state endangered Cream Gentian in several spots, a species of Club Moss 

usually found in the northern part of Wisconsin, and a remnant oak woodland that was a 

separate woodlot dating back to at least 1873.  Working with goats was, and is, a very 

productive way of repeating the same land management tasks as volunteers, with the 

benefit of the goats eating and removing noxious and poisonous weeds such as blister-

ing Yellow Parsnip, Poison Ivy, and Stinging Nettles. 

Restoration and volunteer activities will continue with regular workdays on Saturday 

mornings November through April.   
Big Hill Adventure Camp (with 

the City of Beloit) went to 

Pacesetter Alpaca Farm. 

An Alliant Energy Foundation 

grant paid for 10 weeks of visits 

to the Stateline Boys and Girls 

club summer camp. 

 

NOVEMBER  

  10 (sunday)    Welty’s Microuniverses 

   2-3:30pm, All ages at Welty center, $5 donation 

  12 (Tuesday)   Full Moon Hike 

   7:30-9pm, All ages at Welty center, $5 memb/ $7 non 

deceMBER  

  8 (SUNday)     Make a Gourd Bird House 

  4:00-5pm, All ages, $10members/ $12 non 

  12 (Tuesday)   Full Moon Hike 

  7:30-9pm, All ages at Welty center, $5 memb/ $7 non 

  27 (friday)   Winter Wonderland Camp (12/27-30) 

  8:00am-5pm, Ages 6-12, $75/memb, $90/non   

 

Miss WI Earth, Catherine 

Smith, helped at Farmers’ Mar-

ket and taught us how to knit 

with plastic bags. 

NBC15-Madison (above) 

and Fox/ABC-Rockford did 

onsite interviews while the 

goats were at Big Hill park. 



Summer Events (cont’d) 

 

The Warbler p. 3 (Vol. 19, No. 1) 

executive director’s message by Brenda K. Plakans  

Who knew livestock management would become a part of 

my job description...but it has, and what a great experience 

it has been! Our summer prairie project with goats was a 

great demonstration of Welty’s innovative programming and 

partnerships. We teamed up with Rock County Conserva-

tionists to find a goat herd (Kim Hunter’s Green Goat out of 

Monroe, WI), and figure out the best area to start their graz-

ing.  Kevin Kawula (p.2) and I spent at least two to three 

hours every day for two weeks in July, checking the fence 

line and counting goats  (43 animals...no small feat, when they are on the move).  We 

had wonderful volunteers helping water and overnight monitor the goats...Troop 316 

even spent three days at Big Hill tending goats and working on badges! 

 

Generous donors paid for the experiment in just five days, and hundreds of people 

came out to visit the goats and learn about their contributions (both as brush-clearers 

and fertilizers) to Welty’s Big Hill prairie restoration.  We’ve even used this project as 

the basis for a CITF grant application to Dupont, and were awarded $10,000 to contin-

ue the restoration and create educational opportunities along the way (summer school 

field trips?).  The goats will be BAAAck next summer and will return in the fall of 2020 

to finish the job (this year, the dinner took all our planning time). 

 

I hope many of you were able to join us for dinner, Oct. 18, when we celebrated two 

decades of Welty’s work in the Stateline area.  Bushel&Peck’s was our caterer, and we 

included a panel discussion about the joys and challenges of small-scale food produc-

tion with the Brad Paulson and Susan and Denny Wright, who are local farmers and 

long-time friends of Welty.  It was a wonderful time to reflect on all the great work 

FWEC has done over the years, to connect the Stateline community to nature.   

 

Let’s do it again next year...and the next, and the next... 

2019 GRANT ROUNDUP (January-October) 

$100 Kiwanis of Beloit         Field compasses for camp, school visits 

$500 Rock County Conservationists Monthly Even Start field trips 

$1767 Alliant Energy Foundation    Summer camp program for Boys and Girls Club 

$2000 Dorothy Bigelow Foundation Monthly Head Start field trips 

$2600 Visit Beloit JET grant Advertising for the Farm-to-Table Harvest dinner 

$3000 Stateline Community Foundation      Community Action summer overnights 

$10,000   Dupont CITF grant Funding to continue prairie restoration and programs 

If your workplace or organization offers funding for projects such as these, let us know, 

we have lots of ideas for program collaborations we’d like to support! 

Regional libraries invited us to 

present on nature themes, and 

this years we focused on mi-

crouniverses.  Welty brought 

our digital microscope, paid for 

by a grant from Ecolab, to the 

Beloit Public Library in July. 

Stateline Community Founda-

tion sponsored overnights with 

Community Action and the 

PREP students helped with 

Camp Olympics (Kerry provid-

ed mac&cheese) 

Welty continued our partnership 

with Nature at the Confluence; 

and ran several day camps, 

Welty camp finished the last 2 

weeks of August with lots of 

Big Hill investigations. 
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Board PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE by Mark Spreitzer  
 

It’s been a busy summer for Welty and we’re ready for an exciting fall. From the goats 

that visited to help restore the prairie outside the center at Big Hill Park, to another suc-

cessful year of camp, summer at Welty was full of activity. This fall brings our 

20th Anniversary celebration, including a Farm to Table Dinner at Big Hill Park on Octo-

ber 18th. We’re excited for the chance to reconnect with long-time supporters and make 

new friends along the way. 

On the governance side, the Welty board is looking to update our bylaws to better reflect current operations and pro-

vide more flexibility. Specifically, we no longer feel that some of the limits on length of board service help the organi-

zation, and think it makes more sense to narrowly tailor those limits to service on the Executive Committee as an 

officer. We would also like to begin the process of moving the annual meeting to earlier in the calendar year to better 

align with our fiscal year and give incoming board members a chance to be part of budget discussions for the com-

ing year. Our bylaws currently require that the annual meeting be held “in the spring.” Stay tuned for more on these 

proposed changes. 

If you’d like to join our board, we will have openings for the coming year. Please reach out to me, Brenda, or another 

board member if you’d like to help Welty have a great year in 2020! 

Special membership meeting, Monday, Dec. 9 at 5:45pm 

Welty Center, 1201 Big Hill Ct. Beloit, WI 53511 

(there will be a phone-in option for the meeting, if you can’t get to Big Hill) 

Please join us for a special meeting of the Friends of Welty Environmental Center’s membership, to vote on an 

updated version of the Bylaws.  We are calling this meeting earlier than the spring Annual meeting, because we  

need to modify our bylaws  to better align with our current Board and staff organization, and to revise term lim-

its on some seats to give the Board more flexibility in recruiting new members (see above).  Edited version of 

the bylaws will be sent to members via email, and are available here at the Center for review.  You can also 

request a copy be sent to your home address. 

If you have questions, please call 608-362-6212, or email brenda@weltycenter.org 

Left: Big Hill Adventure Campers visited Beloit Col-

lege’s Logan Museum.   

Right: Board members and their families helped at our Graze 

with the Goats event in July. 
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new 2019-20 board member 

Join The Warbler in welcoming Jane 

Fossum as a new Board member!  

JANE FOSSUM 

I’m a retired pediatrician and have 

lived in Beloit over 40 years.  I have 

always enjoyed the outdoors, espe-

cially with my own three children and 

five grandchildren.  When I visit the 

Welty Center with four-year-olds from 

Even Start, the value of the Welty 

Center in exposing our youth to the 

environment is obvious. 

ANOTHER GIVING OPTION—Donations of common stock 

The Friends of Welty Environmental Center is now able to accept donations 

of common stock for those people who would like to take advantage of stock 

that has substantial capital gains.  By donating stock that has shown a great 

return, you can use the full value of the stock on the day of donation as a 

charitable deduction, if you itemize your deductions.   

There is a donation limitation of 30% of your adjusted gross income. If you 

sell the stock, the capital gains are taxed and you owe the IRS money.  If 

you donate the stock, you get the initial investment plus the capital gains as 

a deduction in the taxes you may owe.  We will process the donated stock 

through our investments with Raymond James, who will convert the value to 

cash that is reinvested in our account. Just another way for you to support 

our organization. Contact Brenda Plakans at (608) 362-6212 for assistance 

in donations of common stock.  

 

In memory of C.atherine Anderson 

Cay Anderson, a long-time friend of the Welty Center, 

passed away on June 11.  Cay was the niece of Susan Ful-

ton Welty.  She and her sisters Susie and Jane lived with 

Carl and Susan Welty for a few years during the depression 

while their mother, Susan’s sister Catherine, attended Li-

brary School in Madison.  The sisters enjoyed their years in 

Beloit.  Cay remembered crossing the Rock River on the 

train bridge to get to school, but never told Aunt Susan or 

her mother!  

  
Cay attended the University of Colorado, where she met her future husband, Homer Anderson.  They were married 

in 1946 and moved to California, where Homer earned an MBA from the Stanford Graduate School of Business.   

Cay and Homer were married for nearly 70 years, and raised four children.  Cay always remained focused on her 

family, and provided a happy, warm home for her children.  In their later years, Cay and Homer enjoyed travel and 

golf together.  Cay always remained close to Susan and Carl, visiting them frequently, and especially enjoyed the 

fresh produce from their bountiful garden.  Susan and Carl’s influence was life-long, instilling respect for others, a 

sense of frugality, an appreciation of family history, and an unpretentious perspective on how to live best. –

Provided by C. Pilachowski 



1201 Big Hill Court  Beloit, WI  53511 

 

 

TO: 

I want to provide support for Welty Environmental Center’s operations! Welty has 501

(c)(3) tax exempt status and is solely a private, non-profit educational organization. 

Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible. Please accept my gift to continue these 

important environmental education efforts in the Stateline area. 

 

Name(s)__________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________________ State_____ Zip____________ 

Phone___________________ Email____________________________________ 

Please accept my one-time annual gift: 

  Senior/Student ($20)  Individual ($30) 

  Family ($45)                       Life Member ($1000) 

Additional Contribution:  $_________________ 

TOTAL $______________________________  

Check made payable to Friends of Welty Environmental 

Center.   Please mail to: FWEC P.O. Box 131  Beloit, WI  

53512. 

Credit Card option also on our website: https://

weltycenter.org/support-us/ 

Contact  info@weltycenter.org  with questions 

                                                                    Detach and send to FWEC P.O. Box 131  Beloit, WI  53512 


