
2017 ANNUAL REPORT 

Reflections from current Board President—Mark Spreitzer 
 
In my first year as Welty Board President, my focus has been on three things: developing a 

sustainable staffing model, balancing our budget, and growing Welty to both better achieve 

our mission and to achieve financial sustainability. The last year has brought challenges 

and opportunities on each of these fronts, and as we head into the rest of spring and sum-

mer, Welty is well-positioned to take advantage of new programming and fundraising op-

portunities and continue to grow our presence in the community. 

Over the past year, we’ve increased our program staff to enable Welty to reach more peo-

ple, build more programming partnerships with other organizations, and not rely exclusively 

on one person for all aspects of program planning, teaching, and reporting. Toward the end 

of 2017, the board also recognized that as Welty grows, it no longer makes sense to have 

multiple staff reporting to the board without any one person in charge of the overall organization on a day-to-day basis. 

The board approved creating a new Executive Director position, and promoted Development Director Brenda Plakans 

into the role. With an Executive Director, two program staff, and an office assistant, Welty will be able to take on new 

opportunities that will both serve our mission and help meet our financial needs. 

Balancing Welty’s budget has been a key focus over the last few years, as we have been relying on some of our sav-

ings to balance each year’s operating budget for some time. No environmental education center can exist solely funded 

by program fees, especially if the goal is to keep programming affordable for all families in the area. Welty is working to 

increase program income by expanding our program offerings and bringing in more participants. We are also working 

hard on development, which remains a key focus of our Executive Director. Through the annual appeal, grants, and 

other donations, we hope to continue to increase our fundraising to meet our budget needs and support our program 

mission. 

Welty’s staffing changes, increased programming, and increased fundraising all reflect a growth mindset that has been 

supported by both long-time board members and the many new board members who joined us last year. With the help 

of staff, board, and volunteers, we had our most successful Maple Sugar Fest in many years this spring, embarked on 

an ambitious project to partner with the City of Beloit to enhance Big Hill Park—our natural classroom, and have begun 

new partnerships around summer camp, school programming, and other exciting new opportunities to connect people 

with nature. I’m truly excited about the year ahead for Welty! 

 

Welty Environmental Center Staff 

Brenda  K. Plakans, Executive Director;  Andy Tuszynski, 

Interim Program Director;  Ernestine Godwin, Office Asst 

2017 FWEC Board Members 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Mark Spreitzer, President; Kirk Berridge, Vice President;  

Marty Howe, Treasurer;  Dave Dobson, External Secretary;  

Jan Knutson, Internal Secretary 

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS 

Jaime Benedict, John Boardman, Ann Hankins,  

Holly Nehls, Judy Robson, Barb Seguin, Katie Udell  

 

In November, 504 SDB 4th graders came to Welty, for field trips 

about Wisconsin geology and natural history.  During 2017, 

Welty hosted over  4200 school-age children (and 1300 adults) 

for camps, field trips, speakers, and events.. 

Welty’s Mission Statement 
 

To provide leadership in environmental and  
ecological education to students, teachers and  
individuals of all ages, so that the residents of  

this region can make informed decisions leading  
to respect for and the enjoyment, preservation  
and sustainable use of our natural resources. 
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Executive Director’s Report—Brenda K. Plakans 

What a difference a year makes! I’m closing in on my fifth month as Executive Director 

(second year on staff) and am thrilled at the progress we’ve made in 2017.  Our growth 

has been very encouraging (we hired Andy Tuszynski as our second program staffer; in-

creased our Annual Appeal donations to $31,000; piloted a new field trip for School Dis-

trict of Beloit 4th graders; added McNeel and Fruzen Intermediate afterschool programs; 

grew our participation numbers by about 500, to 5651 people).  Of course, these positive 

developments come with increased challenges for funding, staffing, and administrative 

support (IT, marketing and PR, scheduling, bookkeeping), but all in all we are in a good 

place as we continue in our efforts to be one of the Stateline area’s leading environmental 

education organizations. 

With this past year’s growth and expanded outreach, we’ve been able to attract new and 

energetic board members to serve.  With them comes different areas of expertise and interest, and proactive committee 

work.  The Park Interface committee is moving full speed ahead with our improvement projects at Big Hill Park (see p. 

4), and we had one of our most successful Maple Sugar Pancake Breakfast ever (see p. 4). Fundraising efforts are be-

ginning to grow, so expect to see new Welty events this year that reflect our Board’s various partnerships and skills. 

Our larger program department (it doubled!) has permitted increased programming, more range, an ability to serve vari-

ety of groups simultaneously, and has allowed us to reestablish partnerships that had fallen by the wayside since our 

move to the Big Hill Center.  We lost Samantha Foster as our Program Director in February, but Andy was able to step 

in and successfully lead 452 3rd graders on Maple Sugar trips without missing a beat.  We are in the midst of a search to 

hire a new program director and are excited with the applications we received for the position, which we hope to fill by 

the beginning of May. 

As we move into the second half of 2018, I have several goals for the organization that build on the great work we have 

done so far.  With a new program director on board, I want to focus on outreach and long-range planning and to take a 

look at streamlining our administrative processes (scheduling, invoicing, reporting).  To sustain growth, we need to have 

a Master Calendar in place, and a monthly reporting process that allows us to assess our progress and determine what 

areas need fine-tuning.  I want us to continuing building on the community and corporate support we received for our 

Maple Sugar event, both in contributions and volunteer help.  We will continue to capitalize on our Big Hill location since 

we can host more groups and schedule more programs in this large, inviting space; I look forward to strengthening our 

partnership with the City of Beloit Parks and Recreation department, as we combine forces with our summer camps this 

year and offer several overnights to Stateline youth.   

I’m excited for the year ahead and all the great opportunities it holds.  I hope to see many of our members at one of our 

great programs, lectures, or events and am so grateful that  they continue to support the important environmental edu-

cation Welty does in the Stateline community.  Cheers!  
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Interim Program Director’s Report—Andy Tuszynski 

In the past year, I had the honor and privilege to introduce many children 

and adults to the joys of learning in the outdoors and connecting people to 

nature. The value of our programming is so obvious to those who are famil-

iar with it and have witnessed it first-hand. When I hear participants make 

comments such as, "This is the best field trip ever!", or "Awesome experi-

ence. We are fortunate to have such a great local resource! Thank you!", I 

get goose bumps just knowing how much of an impact we are having on the 

community. 

 

In 2017, we continued our participation with the afterschool programs at 

Gaston and added two intermediate schools: Fruzen and McNeel. These 

programs give children access to environmental education by teaching 

about topics such as: stability and sustainability of ecosystems in response 

to changes, bird identification, animal and plant adaptations, the water cycle, 

geology, and vermicomposting. Many kids braved the summer's heat  to at-

tend summer camp. Campers enjoyed things such as hikes, making survival shelters, learning about ecology, investi-

gating animal and plant adaptations, catching insects, and participating in weather experiments.  Our programs at Na-

ture At The Confluence involved conducting water quality studies, learning about adaptations of aquatic flora and fauna, 

and discussing ways to conserve water. In November we piloted a 4th grade geology/natural history field  trip which uti-

lized the hilly terrain of Big Hill Park, so children learned about the geological features of the park. Inside the Center, 

students conducted experiments with rocks, soil, and water. With the use of Native American and European artifacts, 

children learned how farming tools and other equipment were used and how these tools changed over time.  

 

As I reflect on my first year at Welty Environmental Center, I feel that what makes Welty shine is the strong tradition we 

have of local support with our team of dedicated employees, Board of Directors, members, and volunteers who appreci-

ate that Welty Environmental Center is something that makes Beloit such a great place to live and work. Their selfless 

gifts of time, talent, and passion  are propelling Welty Environmental Center into a new era and, fortunately for me, they 

are also a lot of fun to work with!  

Andy (back right) with a group of 2nd graders 

on a fall ecology filed trip. 

Thanks to a 2017 Stateline Community Foundation grant, 

Welty has been able to provide 11 field trips for the Evenstart 

Literacy group. These trips allow preschoolers and their par-

ents to learn about the natural world, hike in Big Hill Park, 

and practice their English. 

In collaboration with prairie experts from Rock County Conserva-

tionists and Green-Rock Audubon, Welty volunteers are starting a 

prairie restoration adjacent to Big Hill Center.  This is part of a 

larger proposal to help the City of Beloit improve Big Hill Park 

with increased signage, a new trail map , and other features. 
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Parks Interface Committee: the Big Hill Park Improvement Project—Kirk Berridge 

 
The Welty Park Interface Committee has embarked on a project to restore the areas in Big 
Hill park that surround the Welty Center to a Prairie and Oak Savanna.  Welty Environmental 
Center made a presentation to the Beloit Parks and Recreation Committee in December, to 
propose a set of seven potential projects to improve the Park in which we reside.  One of 
those five proposals is a prairie restoration project.  It is envisioned to be partitioned into five 
phases, with the first encompassing the region immediately surrounding the Welty Center.  
Other potential projects include: a pollinator garden, an outdoor classroom, improving trail 
and interpretive signage, a weather station, and improving access to the Rock River.  The 
presentation was enthusiastically received and led to a proposed timeline for Prairie restora-
tion 

The first phase is underway with preparatory clearing of brush and invasive species.  The 
clearing is being done by Friends of the Welty Environmental Center during a whole series of Saturday morning vol-
unteer sessions.  The first phase of Prairie restoration is expected to take over a year to complete.   It will eventually 
lead to a controlled burn of the area before the introduction of native Prairie grasses and Wildflowers.  Welty is 
thrilled to be able to work collaboratively with the City of Beloit in making the Big Hill Park even better. 

12th Annual Maple Sugar Fest—Katie Udell 
 
Welty’s 12th Annual Maple Sugar Fest was held on February 24th, earlier than previous years to 
take advantage of the starting of running sap! We were fortunate to have great weather. This 
year’s fest included several new activities, such as Jan Knutson reading the “Sugar Snow” 
chapter from the Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House in the Big Woods. After the story, kids 
were able to enjoy a maple sugar snow cone and maple sugar treats. Then we had the Seven 
Springs All Nations Drum perform an amazing drum ceremony and share some stories, which 
captivated kids and adults alike. They also held a smudging ceremony outdoors after the drum. 
In addition to these new events, we also had the Rock Valley Wood Carvers demonstrations, 
maple syrup for sale by Dixie from Nina’s Dairy Goats, and Ace Hardware had tapping supplies 
for sale. And finally, throughout the event we had our traditional demonstrations of the tree tap-
ping and sap boiling a short walk or drive from the Center to the Big Hill cabin. 
 
And we can’t forget the delicious breakfast! This year we offered a gluten-free and vegan pan-
cake option in addition to the traditional pancakes with REAL maple syrup! We also had sau-
sage, fruit, and coffee, hot chocolate and tea. We had a great turnout this year and thanks to 
fantastic corporate sponsors, over 20 volunteers and over 300 visitors, we raised over $3,000! 
Thank you to all that supported this event! We couldn’t have done it without our fantastic volun-
teers – thank you to all who helped out! 
 

We’re starting to plan next year’s fest. If you have any ideas, suggestions, or would like to be part of the planning com-
mittee, please contact Brenda at brenda@weltycenter.org.  

Program Committee Report—Jan Knutson 

This program year at Welty Environmental Center makes me think of a quote from Maya An-

gelou: “We delight in the beauty of the butterfly, but rarely admit the changes it has gone 

through to achieve that beauty.” 

Metamorphosis involves change. Growth and change at Welty are the way we make progress. 

We have had many program successes this year at Welty (see page 3). We also have had 

changes as we move forward. 

But our ongoing theme is that we are helping to develop children who are happier, healthier, 

and better engaged in school because of being outdoors and connected to nature on a regular 

basis. 

We are looking forward to a summer camp season partnering with the City of Beloit. We are 

also working with Community Action to plan some overnight adventures for kids and teens. 

Keep connected with Welty.  

We continue to spread our wings! 

Katie Udell (left) at the 

Maple Sugar smudging 

ceremony in March. Pho-

to by Cyrene Krey 

Jan Knutson reads Laura 

Ingalls Wilder at this 

year’s Maple Sugar Fest.  

Photo by Cyrene Krey 

mailto:brenda@weltycenter.org


WELTY 2017 ANNUAL REPORT (page 5) 

2017 Donors and Members— Thank you all, so much! 
 

Donations were made in Memory of: 

Fred Matthews Carl & Susan Welty     Lloyd and Peggy Page        Joan Mueller      Georgina Strenstrom     Loni Powers 

Donations were made in Honor of: 

The Dobsons 

Donors of $1,000 or more 

David A. & Stephanie J. Dobson  Kirk Berridge   Erik Berridge  

Donors of $250 - $999 

Catherine Anderson   Gillian and Mark Batterrman   David and Jean Bradford    Ivan Eckholm    Ken and Sandy Gold   Nancy Johnson 

and Jim Van De Bogart    Jan and Dave Knutson   Barbara Seguin and Dennis Murphy   Dick and Shirley Newsome    James Rougvie 

and Brenda Plakans    Gary and Teresa Sommers    Mark Spreitzer    Martin and Nancy Stabb     John Watrous and Natalie Gummer 

Donors of $100 - $249 

Heidi and Richard Andre    Larry and Karen Arft    Randall and Jaime Benedict    Al Bennett and Nancy Hansen-Bennett   Darrah P. 

Chavey and Peggy R. Weisensel Chavey    Judy Christensen and John McDonnell    Annabelle Collins    Sonja Darlington   Ann Davies   

Neil and Kay Deupree   Tom Evert and Bette Lang       Jane Fossum Peter and Nancy Halverson    Pamela Halverson   Charles H. 

and Prudence Harker      Marty and Marlene Howe      Penny and Tom Kennedy       Tamara L. and Jack W. Maegli    Charles and 

Helen Mortensen   Darlene Nelson     Dick and Joan Niemiec    Ken and Lois O'Tool     Fran and Jacquelyn Patch Barbara S. and 

Andrejs Plakans    Judith Robson   Paul Roemer    Stacey and David Rougvie     Daniel Schoof and Alyssa Whitney   Ray and Joan 

Schultz      Richard Stenstrom       Pablo Toral       Katie and Andy Udell      Gene and Connie Van Galder    Anna Marie and Thomas 

Warren    Michael and Polly Wolfe    Henry Woodard    Tanya Zastrow 

Other Gifts and Membership Renewal 

Betsy Anderson Joanne Anderson   Ransom Anderson    Martin Anderson   Gary Anderson Tony and Marlene Bachim    Carole Baier 

David and Barbara Bendlin      John and EunYung Boardman   Roy Bossingham and Carol Wickersham     Bette and Cleveland Carr 

Bruce and Lora Cawkins and Family    Jeanne Chernick-Krueger    George Clay    Robert Crandall and Michael Piette   Bonnie Cun-

ningham    Shirley J. DiFrancesco    Paul Dionne and Jennifer Esperanza     Allen (Butch) and Nancy Dix Angie Dostal   Richard and 

Val Dunagan    Alan, Jr. and Elizabeth Dunwiddie    Roger L. Dutcher    David and Jodie Dvorak and Family    Lynn E. Eichman   Heidi 

Eldred     Michael and Deborah Fallon   Lee and Marilyn Fassett     Daphne Fautin    Robert Buddemeier    Fred and Pat Freeman    

Mary Ellen Fuentes   Tom and Nancy Garrett   Sylvia Welty Geer    Charles F. Grose MD    Yaffa L. Grossman and Karin Jacobsen   

Jerry and Nancy Gustafson    Delores Hahn   Janet and Roy E. Hahn     Ken Hansen Mary Alice Harris   Gary R. and Darcy L. 

Hess      Barbara Higgens and Shawn Gillen     Robert Hunter      Jacqueline Dougan Jackson Sam Johnson and Dave Luebke 

Helen and Greg Kaiser    Sandra Kallas and Roger Crary    Thomas and Rosemary Kautz     Ana Kelly and Rick McGrath    Pam Kin-

schi and family    Paul and Kathleen Klespis-Wick    Tom and Theresa Klubertanz      Christine Kopec     Timothy Krause and Elizabeth 

Babler   Thomas and Peggy Lang    Jeannine Langoussis      Bea Lengjak      Carol Mankiewicz  and Carl V. Mendelson  Adrienne Mas-

sel   Jerry and Phyllis Mathews    Constance Matusiak   Neil McLaughlin  John R. and Carol A. Meland   Philip A. and Victoria E. Melzer  

David Mezger   Jinger and Christian C. Miller    Christine N. Nelson and Fred Burwell    Emily and Ian Nie    Karen and Sam Niehans    

Jane Noble    Larry and Alice Olson   Richard K. Ott   Gerald L. and Sarah E. Parsons   Dean and Jayne Paynter   Lisa Peterson  Ar-

lene J. Peterson     Catherine and Leo Pilachouski     Will Pollock    Anne Remington   Carol Rochester Mae Sanford     Curt and 

Kathy Schroder     Carol Schwaegler     O. V. Shaffer     Wanda Sloan    Edna M. Thorp   Steve Vavrus and Susan Swanson     Frances 

Vavrus John and Janet Verhaar     Jessica Vogel   Shirley von Allmen   Jessica Vogel   Stephen and Mary Wadle    William J. Wart-

mann     Kelly and Donald Washburn      Gerald A. Westphal     Larry and Hester White   Jessica Fox-Wilson and Aaron Wilson    Jim 

and Marianne Wilson    Daniel Youd and Tamara Ketabgian 



I want to provide support for Welty Environmental Center’s operations! Welty has 501

(c)(3) tax exempt status and is solely a private, non-profit educational organization. 

Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible. Please accept my gift to continue these 

important environmental education efforts in the Stateline area. 

 

Name(s)__________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________________ State_____ Zip____________ 

Phone___________________ Email____________________________________ 

Please accept my one-time annual gift: 

  Senior/Student ($20)  Individual ($30) 

  Family ($45)                       Life Member ($1000) 

Additional Contribution:  $_________________ 

TOTAL $______________________________  

Check made payable to Friends of Welty Environmental 

Center.   Please mail to: FWEC P.O. Box 131  Beloit, WI  

53512. 

Credit Card option also on our website: https://

weltycenter.org/support-us/ 

                                                                    Detach and send to FWEC P.O. Box 131  Beloit, WI  53512 

1201 Big Hill Court  Beloit, WI  53511 

 

 

TO: 


