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2019, our 20th Anniversary, was a banner year for Welty! We brought goats to Big Hill Park 

to help clear invasive plants, held a successful farm to table 20th Anniversary dinner, suc-

cessfully raised $35,000 in order to earn an additional $70,000 in matching funds from a 

generous donor, grew our endowment, and finished the year with a balanced budget. More 

importantly, we fulfilled our environmental education mission, working with local school dis-

tricts, libraries, Community Action, Head Start, other environmental organizations, and the 

general public to provide environmental programming to over 9,000 people in 2019. 

With the help of the 20th Anniversary Dinner and the $70,000 matching gift during the annu-

al appeal last fall, Weltyôs fundraising was strong in 2019. With your help, we grew our 

General Endowment by over $70,000 last year and also finished 2019 over $12,000 in the 

black in terms of our operating budget, money we will use to balance the 2020 budget if necessary, but ideally that we 

can invest to grow our fund reserves over time. 

2020 is already off to a great start. We have several new people ready to join the board, and by the end of January, we 

had already served 463 more people than the same time in 2018. The board, joined by incoming new members, met in 

January and developed an exciting new strategic plan that is more mission-driven than the largely operational plan 

weôd been working with for the past five years.  

Financially, the board approved a nearly-balanced 2020 budget at its February meeting. This budget does not reflect 

using any of the interest earned on our General Endowment, or any of the $12,000 we finished 2019 with, but that mon-

ey can be used to balance the budget if necessary. The boardôs goal is to find ways through the year to balance the 

budget instead through raising additional income, from a combination of grants, program income, and individual and 

corporate donations, so that we can continue to grow the General Endowment to a size that can truly ensure Weltyôs 

long term financial health. A generous $20,000 donation to the General Endowment in January has also boosted our 

financial prospects for the year. Weltyôs 3rd decade is truly off to a promising start. 

 

Welty Environmental Center Staff 

Brenda  K. Plakans, Executive Director;  Aaron Wilson, Pro-

gram Director; Darcy Lilla, Environmental Educator;  Rhonda 

Nelson, Office Assistant 

2019 FWEC Board Members 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Mark Spreitzer, President; Kirk Berridge, Vice President;  

Dave Dobson, Treasurer;  Heidi Andre, External Secretary;  

Jan Knutson, Internal Secretary 

AT-LARGE DIRECTORS 

Dave Bendlin, Ken Forbeck, Jane Fossum, Yaffa Grossman, 

Missy Henderson, Judy Robson, Barb Seguin, Katie Udell, 

Harry Wiersgalla  

Welcome to Darcy LIlla, our new Environmental Educator, who 

joined the staff in December.  From a young age, she has trav-
eled and camped all over the country with her family. This 

sparked her passion for EE and conservation. She has a bach-

elorôs degree in Environmental Education and Interpretation 

from the UW-Stevens Point.  

Weltyôs Mission Statement 
 

To provide leadership in environmental and  
ecological education to students, teachers and  
individuals of all ages, so that the residents of  
this region can make informed decisions leading  
to respect for and the enjoyment, preservation  
and sustainable use of our natural resources. 
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Program Directorôs ReportðAaron Wilson 

9,129 is a number to celebrate (7,091 children and 2038 adults)! We increased 
participation numbers by 1,504 people over 2018ôs 7,625. Thatôs amazing! Weltyôs 
reach into the community is only made possible by its dedicated group of volun-
teers who tirelessly assist with our many offerings. I would like to especially thank 
those who have helped with field trips, giving so much of their time to see that 
school age children get outside, get dirty, and have fun interacting with our natural 
world: Dave Bendlin, Jaime Benedict, Carissa Boeck, Mary Ann Buenzow, Bruce 
Cawkins, Deb Fallon, Chuck Goldstein, Sandy Kallas, Pam Kindschi, Elizabeth 
Meek, Jinjer Miller.  
 
2019 saw a few staffing changes. Andy Tuszynski, Environmental Educator, de-
parted to explore other career options. His exuberance for children and ecological 
education will be very much missed. Welty has since filled that position with Darcy 
Lilla (see p.1). She is amazing and has been doing great work with our partners.   
 
One highlight from 2019 that continues into 2020 is Weltyôs new grant-funded part-

nership with Head Start. Two grants from the Dorothy Bigelow Foundation and Rock County Conservationists pay to 
bring three- and four-year old preschool classrooms to Welty each month for a field trip that enhances their curriculum. 
These trips get students outside in all kinds of weather exploring animal habitats with a literacy component. Working 
with Head Start has allowed Welty to expand on the early childhood development work that began with our partnership 
with Even Start.  
 
Welty continues to partner with many schools on fieldtrips. With the School District of Beloit, Welty hosts four full-grade 
field trips, for all of the districtôs 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th grades, and High School ecology students. Welty has also added field 
trips for other schools in the area, including: Clark Elementary, Powers Elementary, Rock County Christian School, 
Rock Prairie Montessori School, Roosevelt Elementary School, St. Williams School, Townview Elementary School, 
West Side Elementary School.  
      
2020 is off to an amazing start. Programming numbers are already trending better than 2019, which is hard to believe, 
but Weltyôs presence in the area is growing rapidly. We have a full slate of field trips and programs for the public on our 
calendar (some will be rescheduled), including:.a Hoo Haven owl visit; a Rock County Conservationist rain garden and 
rain barrel program; and a Chis Nelson lecture. With the help of Colonel Morse grant, Welty will bring a daily program to 
campers at the Stateline Boys and Girls Club. We will also continue our summer camp with the City of Beloit Parks and 
Leisure, offer several programs at the Nature at the Confluence, and at many of the public libraries in southern Wiscon-
sin.  Check out the website for the full summer calendar: www.weltycenter.org. 

Even Start Family Literacy Program preschoolers come to 

Welty once a month for a hike, nature activity, and a book.. 

Girl Scout troop #3428 made gourd bird feeders at a Feb. 

workshop  


