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The value of being outside in 2020 by Aaron Wilson, Program Director 

Welty Camp was different in many ways this summer. 
It was limited in size. It was limited to 9am to 11:30am. 
It required the wearing of face coverings, and repeat-
ed hand washings. And it was 100% outside.  
 
This took getting used to, but we found ways to em-
brace our time outside. Game pieces became sticks, 
stones, mud, sand, and leaves. We built shelters and 
designed landscapes. We explored forgotten trails and 

played hide and seek. We stopped to appreciate cool breezes and light rains. 
 
In many ways, this was the best year of summer camp that I have experienced. 
The focus was on nature. We were in it. Between all of the exploring and building, 
we studied relationships and interaction. This was not the summer camp we had 
planned, but it reinforced for me that being outside can be just as comfortable, 
safe, and entertaining as being inside.  
 
Looking Forward to Fall 
We are gearing up to be quite busy this fall. We have already created distance 
learning field trips for 1st, 2nd, and 4th graders, as well as getting back to short 
topics for Instagram, Facebook, and YouTube.  
 
On top of all the filming, we will be in-person at Head Start and the Beloit Public 
Library a few times a month - as public health conditions allow. And we will be par-
ticipating weekly with the Todd Timberwolf after school program.  
 
As we get used to innovating during a pandemic, I'm sure that we will have a lot 
more to offer. 
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WELTY ROCK RIVER 5K report  by Katie 

Udell, Board member 

Welty’s inaugural 2020 “Rock River 5K” 

proved to be a successful event during these 

times of social distancing. We met our goal 

of having enough participants to cover the 

distance of the Rock River (over 320 miles!) 

– thank you to our board members and oth-

ers for joining and encouraging participation 

in this event! The event raised a total of 

$5,200, which is the equivalent of 5 full-

grade virtual field trips (3 in a “normal” year) 

for 1500 students! A huge thank you to par-

ticipants and all our great sponsors who 

helped make this a successful event! 
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Prairie restoration Progress by K. Kawula, Rock County Conservationists 

Spring and Summer land management activities were greatly reduced due to the Covid 19 pandemic, but some 
basic activities did resume at Big Hill Park around the Big Hill Center, Newsome Educational Gardens, and ad-
jacent natural areas of interest.  

To the east of the parking lot is the eastern prairie planting where volunteers have been spreading wildflower 
seed the past few years; more blooming plants are showing where there were only grasses. Rosin weed has 
shown up in several clumps which were brought up from Silphium Island, and a few Yellow Coneflower and 
Black Eyed Susan clumps. One clump of Cream Gentian was spotted (State Threatened) 

The Poison Ivy patch persists, and was cut down with the White Sweet Clover, but I got a nice case of Poison 
Ivy. Noxema helped a lot. Poison Ivy is a significant concern in several areas having large/extensive patches 
with climbing vines dangling overhead, and will likely need to be addressed with the City of Beloit Public Works 
using chemical controls 

A mix of eighty six (86) native wetland plants – from the RCC Plant Sale – were transplanted in along the 
southern east to west drainage way with ephemeral streamlet – species included Cord Grass, Southern Blue 
Flag Iris, Turtlehead, Marsh Milkweed, Obedient Plant, Great Blue Lobelia, Blue Vervain, Sweet Black Eyed 
Susan, Prairie Doc, and Cardinal Flower. Between the local conditions and rains, at last check, most of the 
plants had established, but the Reed Canary Grass and Canada Goldenrod will be the main management con-
cern. RCC hopes to work with the City of Beloit to do a controlled burn in the eastern section this fall, and follow 
up with a pre-winter seeding, to take advantage of a hard frost to promote germination of prairie natives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEST WISHES TO DARCY! 

Welty was lucky to have Darcy Lilla 

on staff for the spring and enjoyed 

her programming, both in-person 

and virtual (her bird walk in April is 

still our most popular fb video). She 

spent the summer at Glacier Na-

tional Park working in the interpre-

tive center, and she hopes become 

a year-round park ranger.  Board 

member, Dave Bendlin caught up 

with her in August in MT. Best of 

luck, Darcy, we will miss you! 

 
Welty is so grateful to 

Zeeland Farm Services 

for their generous sup-

port of our virtual 5k. 

ZFS is a family-owned 

and operated business, 

serving the agricultural 

and transportation in-

dustries since 1950. Over 425 employees work at ZFS and 

its affiliates. It operates on renewable energy, builds with 

recycled materials and strives to benefit its customers, 

community, and the environment.  

We also received generous sponsorships from Blain’s Farm 

and Fleet-Janesville, Even Start Family Literacy Program, 

Jane Fossum, Dave Bendlin, Carol Fox, Yaffa Grossman, 

Bill and Missy Henderson, Steve and Mary Howland, Katie 

Johnson, Betty Magnus, Dennis Murphy, Steve and Rebec-

ca Pink, Barb Seguin, and Katie Udell.  

Left: Many plants have made it to their fourth season in the Newsome Garden. Center: Southern planting with Yellow Coneflower, 
Wild Bergamot, Purple Coneflower, Wild Petunia, and Black Eyed Susan in bloom. Right: eastern prairie section to be burned. 
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executive director’s message by Brenda K. Plakans  

Of all the great work Welty does, I think I am proudest of 

our community connections and partnerships. The value of 

these collaborations was made especially clear this year, 

when the world turned upside down and everything was 

cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic, starting in March. 

 

By March 20, Aaron and Darcy began making videos fea-

turing Big Hill Park and its denizens in starring roles, and 

the School District of Beloit shared them with its students, 

to enhance their virtual learning. Thanks to DuPont and the Stateline Community 

Foundation, we can continue providing science-based content in place of our usual 

in-person fall field trips for both the Beloit and Turner School Districts. 

 

Big Hill Adventure Camp was cancelled, but because of our PPP loan, we were able 

to keep Kerry Randazzo (see p. 4) on through July, and we used his production and 

environmental expertise to continue creating useful video content and lead field trips 

to local parks.  The Morse Foundation supported Madison Stuttman (p.4), as a sum-

mer intern embedded at the Stateline Boys and Girls Club, who were running an in-

person day camp. Aaron also designed a small, outside-only day camp, that ran 

through the end of August (p.1).  Our numbers were down (600 participants instead 

of 3000 from 2019), but we still had weekday engagement with area youth all sum-

mer long. 

 

Aaron continues improving his video production learning this fall, because we have 

the aforementioned virtual field trips, as well as Todd afterschool programs to film. 

Thanks to the Hendricks Family Foundation and the Alliant Energy Foundation we 

are doing some in-person work, as well, with monthly field trips for Head Start 4-yr-

olds and weekly fall program at the Beloit Public Library to assist the Stateline Liter-

acy Council with activities for their adult learners’ children during class. 

 

The winter and spring a big unknown, but I am confident that we will work with local 

partners and funders to create ways to keep the public engaged  and outdoors.  The 

creativity of our staff has been tremendous and we will continue to find innovative 

approaches to environmental education during this pandemic.   

2020 GRANT ROUNDUP (January-October) 

$350 Rock County Conservationists Prairie video production support 

$500 Stateline Community Foundation    Virtual field trips for Powers Elementary  

$2500 Hendricks Family Foundation Monthly Head Start field trips 

$2500 Alliant Energy Foundation     Stateline Literacy Council-Beloit Public Library 

            programs 

$4700 Stateline Community Foundation    Summer field trips for SBGC, CAI 

$5000   Col. Robert Morse Foundation   Welty intern at SBGC for summer day camp 

SCENES from Summer 

Because of the pandemic our 

numbers were down this year 

(600 v. 3000 in 2019), but we 

still had summer programming. 

 

Kerry teaches SBGC campers 

how to fish at Riverside Park. 

PREP students from Community 

Action, Inc. learned how to set 

up tents and make fires. 

DuPont employees came for a 

workday to clear buckthorn at 

the Big Hill Park entrance. 

Welty hosted outdoor-only 

camp from 9-11a in July and 

August (see p. 1) 
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Board PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE by Mark Spreitzer  
 

2020 has been financially challenging for so many people, and the nonprofit sector is no 

exception. Organizations lost the ability to do in-person programming and host essential 

fundraisers due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and many donors were unable to give with 

their usual generosity. Welty also experienced such setbacks this year, but because of 

our small size and flexibility, we’ve been able to weather them and still serve our mission. 

The first boost came when our Payroll Protection Program forgiveable loan was approved 

(thanks to help from First National Bank in Beloit), which covered two months of payroll and expenses in April 

and May.  We were also able to re-purpose several grants, so we could still provide programming, with new 

precautions in place.  The Finance committee did some scenario planning and overhauled the 2020 budget, to 

acknowledge our revenue losses but also redistribute some savings so our operations weren’t interrupted. The 

staff’s successful pivot to virtual programming, meant we could offer various partners fall programs at a re-

duced fee, so we could continue to serve Stateline school districts despite the cancellation of in-person field 

trips. 

Winter and spring are still unknowns, but thanks to several years of successful Appeals and the creation of 

two endowment s funds, Welty has been able to weather this unpredictable climate creatively and nimbly.  We 

are looking forward to continuing to serve our mission through ongoing virtual and small-group programming 

where possible. We are very thankful to all our generous donors and supporters, who are the reason we are 

able to continue our work in these challenging times. 

MEET WELTY’S INTERN AND SUMMER STAFFER  

It was a very different summer than we expected, but Welty was so lucky 

to have Kerry Randazzo and Madison Suttman join us on staff.  Gener-

ous grants from the Colonel Morse Foundation and the Stateline Com-

munity Foundation, as well as a federal PPP loan, supported Welty col-

laborations with the Stateline Boys and Girls Club and Community Ac-

tion, Inc.  

 

Madison graduated from Beloit College after completing a B.S. in biology 

and environmental studies.  She worked as an intern with Welty last fall, 

helping at Fruzen and McNeel Intermediate Schools. This summer she 

led daily programs at the SBGC day camps, using lessons she creates 

for their raised garden beds and other environmental themes. She is 

now studying environmental toxicology at Appalachian State University 

in Boone, NC. 

 
Kerry’s background is an interesting mix of theatre, environmental sci-

ence, and communication and he holds a B.A. in all three from Beloit 

College...which was perfect for Welty’s virtual work, this summer. He 

helped Aaron develop more video programming that replicates lessons 

from our field trips and day camps. He also help create field trip curricula 

for visits to local parks for SBGC and CAI campers. This fall he is helping 

create videos for asynchronous instruction at Beloit College. 

 

Madison shares monarchs at the SBGC. 

Kerry explains water monitoring on 

Welty’s YouTube channel. 
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new mission statement 

Did you notice the new mission state-
ment on page 1? This January, the 
FWEC Board approved a new strategic 
plan with these 4 goals: 

 Embody environmental leadership 

 Cultivate equitable access for all 

 Promote Welty at collaborative part-
ner at Big Hill park 

 Increase Welty’s capacity to serve 

In light of these new goals, an ad hoc 
committee revised the mission statement 
to better align with our plans for the fu-
ture.  The Board approved the changes 
unanimously  on 8/10/20. 

2020 tax law changes—donation deduction 

This year, because of the Covid-19 emergency, the federal 

government approved legislation called the Cares Act. This 

act included a measure that allows taxpayers who don't item-

ize, to take a deduction up to $300 off their taxes for a same-

value cash gift to public charities. If you give $250 to charita-

ble organizations this year, you get to deduct $250 from your 

taxable income.  For now, this deduction is only for the 2020 

tax year, and is only for cash (no in-kind, stock, property, etc). 

The hope is that this deduction will encourage giving to non-

profits who have suffered revenue-loss because of the pan-

demic.  

If you are able, we hope you’ll consider Welty among the 

charities you choose to support this year. Appeal letters will 

go out in November, but please let us know if you have any 

questions or would like to give sooner (there is a donation 

form on the back of this letter). 

 
MEET OUR new 2020-21 board members 

 

DOUG ELFSTROM lives in Beloit with his wife and daughter. He is a middle school teacher in the 

Prairie Hill School District of South Beloit. Doug is an outdoors enthusiast who has greatly enjoyed 

becoming a board member this year, and supporting the cause of the Welty Environmental Center.   

 

KEVIN Larson is a Senior Merchandiser of Agricultural Commodities at Zeeland Farm Services with 

nearly two decades of trading feed products to dairy, beef, poultry, and hog operations. He currently 

lives in the City of Beloit, WI with Nicolette Meister and their son, Mason. Kevin also has two adult 

children and three grandchildren. He appreciates the diverse outdoor spaces and participates in local 

environmental awareness and education through his service on the Welty board. In his spare time, he 

enjoys fishing, biking, reading, and long hikes through Beloit’s parks and prairies.    

 

Cindy laube I have worked for the School District of Beloit for 50 years, including the last 26 years 

as the Coordinator of the Beloit Even Start Family Literacy Program. 

 I have 3 daughters and 7 grandchildren.  I have been involved with the Welty Environmental Center 

for many years and I am very excited about joining the board. 

 

Kaelyb lokrantz  works with the Fresh Start Program at Community Action Inc. He is also the 

coordinator for the Merrill Community Sharing Garden. He is a member of the Rock County Board of 

Supervisors, serving on the Agriculture & Extension, Land Conservation, and Human Ser-

vices committees. He also serves on the Church Council for First Congregational Church of Beloit. He 

graduated college from the University of Wisconsin Stevens-Point with a BA in History and Political 

Science and is a lifelong Beloiter.  



1201 Big Hill Court  Beloit, WI  53511 

 

 

TO: 

I want to provide support for Welty Environmental Center’s operations! Welty has 501

(c)(3) tax exempt status and is solely a private, non-profit educational organization. 

Dues and contributions may be tax-deductible. Please accept my gift to continue these 

important environmental education efforts in the Stateline area. 

 

Name(s)__________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________ 

City_____________________________________ State_____ Zip____________ 

Phone___________________ Email____________________________________ 

Please accept my one-time annual gift: 

  Senior/Student ($20)  Individual ($30) 

  Family ($45)                       Life Member ($1000) 

Additional Contribution:  $_________________ 

TOTAL $______________________________  

Check made payable to Friends of Welty Environmental 

Center.   Please mail to: FWEC P.O. Box 131  Beloit, WI  

53512. 

Credit Card option also on our website: https://

weltycenter.org/support-us/ 

Contact  development@weltycenter.org  with questions 

                                                                    Detach and send to FWEC P.O. Box 131  Beloit, WI  53512 


